
December 7, 2004 

The regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee was called to order by 
Chairman Thomas R. Toepfer at 10:00 A.M. on December 7, 2004 at the Taylor County 
Courthouse.  Present were:  Dennis Johnson, Dorothy Falasky,  Greg Helgeson, Diane 
Niggemann, Jim Barnier, Bruce Kinlen, Tim Ludwig, James Seidl, Bill Gebauer, John 
Neubauer, Dave Makowsky, Kim Sybers and Laurie Sacho of The Star News. 

Motion by Falasky/Seidl and carried to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2004 
regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee.   

The committee’s 2005 meeting dates were confirmed as March 1, June 7, September 6 and 
December 6. 

Chairman Toepfer reported for the Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator, that there have 
been no traffic related fatalities since the last meeting.  Toepfer reported that after some 
minor alterations, the restriping on STH 13 Miracle Mile has been effective.  Trooper Kinlen 
reported on a fair amount of noncompliance with the 45 mph speed limit on the north end.  
The committee discussed the intersections of STH 13/Allman and STH 13/CTH O. 

Regional Transportation Safety Program Manager Dennis Johnson reported that to date 
there have been 724 traffic fatalities compared with 794 last year and 730 for the five year 
average.  Johnson also reported:  electric scooters are illegal for highway use; OWI laws are 
enforceable on frozen lakes; since the .08 alcohol standard was enacted fatalities are down 
47 compared to the five year average; and on December – January laws of the month. 

Motion by Seidl/Helgeson and carried to adjourn at 10:30 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, Thomas R. Toepfer, Committee Chairman  



September 7, 2004 

Meeting called to order by Trooper Kinlen at 10:05 A.M. 

Motion made by Jim and seconded by Dorothy to approve minutes of previous meeting.  
Motion carried. 

Report by Bruce Daniels of TASO on 3 fatal crashes since last meeting.  Two crashes alcohol 
related.  Third was failure to obey stop sign at Jolly Ave. and STH 13.  Nick Synol to replace 
Dave Kahan as representative for TASO on committee. 

Report by Dist 6 Traffic Safety Coordinator that August one of the safest on record for 
highway safety.  Traffic has increased 1.5% which correlates to about 2 million more miles 
driven daily.  More people using seat belts, 72.4%.  Still below national average, of 79%.  
However, usage has saved 15-16 lives. 
Schools open.  Use common sense for safety when approaching buses. 
Laws of the last previous months, move over law and displaying license plates.  Short 
discussion on proper display and advertising on plate brackets which cover expirations also 
illegal. 
Informational flyer on "Brandon’s Champions" which is dedicated to bicycle safety and 
cyclist identification tags. 

Traffic study for projected new Wal-Mart in Medford with concern for 13/64 intersection and 
the direct access to Wal-Mart.  

Concern raised on location for unloading students at Holy Rosary across the street from 
school.  Bruce Daniels will check with Krug’s Bus Service.  

STH 13 project in Medford along with traffic light construction to begin between September 
13-21.  Resurfacing is scheduled for 20 working days. 
The 4 lanes in this area to become three. 
STH 64 East to have chip sealing. 
CTH bridge construction to start September 13 and scheduled for 35 working days. 
CTH Q difficulties finding 17 feet of peat under road surface which will result in addition 
costs of $500.000. 
Yellow flashing light on south end of Stetsonville will be removed.  Has not worked for 
years.  

Motion to adjourn by Jim, passed at 10:40 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted, Trooper Kinlen. 

After meeting adjourned, discussion on CTH G paved bike path and marking of bridge.  Also, 
the completed repaving on STH 102 west of Rib Lake was discussed. 



June 1, 2004 

The regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee was called to order by 
Acting Chairman Fred Ebert at 10:00 A.M. on June 1, 2004 at the Taylor County 
Courthouse.  Present were:  Dennis Johnson, Dorothy Falasky,  Greg Helgeson, David 
Kahan, Diane Niggemann, Jim Barnier, Bruce Kinlen and Jaime Henrichs. 

Motion by Barnier/Falasky and carried to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2004 regular 
meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee.  The next meeting is scheduled for 
September 7, 2004.   

Sergeant David Kahon reported two fatalities in Taylor County.  The alcohol test results are 
not back yet.  One of the vehicles was broken into two pieces. 

District 6 Traffic Safety Coordinator Dennis Johnson reported that statewide fatalities to 
date are still lower compared to last year.  New laws were reviewed and Johnson reported 
on the new seatbelt initiative.  He also touched on absolute sobriety for drivers under the 
age of twenty one. 

Ebert reviewed the Taylor County Highway Department construction schedule.  

Diane Niggemann informed the committee of AARP driver safety courses being offered . 

Motion by Barnier/Helgeson and carried to adjourn at 10:30 A.M. 

Respectfully submitted by Fred D. Ebert, Acting Chairman  



March 2004 

The regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee was called to order by 
Chairman Thomas Toepfer at 10:00 A.M. on March 2, 2004 at the Taylor County 
Courthouse.  Present were:  Dennis Johnson, Dorothy Falasky, Jim Seidl, Bruce Daniels, 
Greg Helgeson, John Neubauer, William Gebauer, David Kahan, Udell Passehl, Tim Ludwig, 
Doug Notbohm and Laurie Sacho. 

Motion by Seidl/Falasky and carried to approve the minutes of the December 2, 2003 
regular meeting of the Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee.  The next meeting is 
scheduled for June 1, 2004.   

The committee unanimously re-elected Thomas Toepfer as the chairman of the Taylor 
County Traffic Safety Committee. 

Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Bruce Daniels introduced Deputy Dave Kahon who 
will be representing Taylor County at future meetings. 

Daniels reported on a December 28 fatality in Taylor County on Grahl Drive.  Alcohol was a 
contributing factor.  Daniels also reported that a spot map of Taylor County accidents is 
maintained and available at the Taylor County Sheriff’s Department. 

District 6 Traffic Safety Coordinator Dennis Johnson reported that there have been 109 
statewide fatalities to date compared to 116 last year and compared to a 5 year average of 
93.  Johnson reported that there were 840 fatalities in Wisconsin in 2003. 

Johnson distributed reports on traffic safety legislation, and current law of the month 
selections including tailgating and drug driving.  The committee discussed the increasing 
need for law enforcement to have access to interpreters. 

WISDOT Traffic Engineer Greg Helgeson gave a brief presentation and the committee 
viewed a video titled “Roundabouts, the Wisconsin Experience.” 

Chairman Toepfer reported that the CTH O/STH 13 intersection will be modified with traffic 
signals installed in 2004.  He reported that the Miracle Mile will see some bandaid 
improvements in 2004 to hold it until major reconstruction in 2008. 

Motion by Helgeson/Seidl and carried to adjourn at 10:48 A.M.  

Respectfully submitted:  Thomas R. Toepfer, Committee Chairman  

 


