
November 2, 2004 

Public Hearing 
Medford Senior Dining Center 

The Taylor County Transportation Coordination Committee held a Public Hearing on 
November 2, 2004, at the Medford Senior Dining Center.  Meeting was called to order at 
11:15 a.m.  Fifteen area residents attended the hearing. 

Diane introduced the committee members and then went on to advise those in attendance 
about the proposed changes in the mini-bus schedule.  She explained that the current route 
for Saturday will be discontinued; A medical bus to Marshfield may be considered following 
some research to determine the need for such a trip.   Diane asked the site representatives 
to go back to their sites and report the possible changes; asking for feed back/comments 
from residents attending their site. Diane explained that all changes will take effect in 
January 2005.   Bus fare will remain at its current amount. 

Diane then announced some trips that have been suggested for 2005: 

• Farm technology days in Clark County in 2005 
• High Ground Memorial in Neillsville 
• High School plays/activities 

Other suggestions to increase ridership:  “Bring a Friend – Ride Free” 

New brochures will be created and distributed to each of the Senior Dining Centers.  

There being no further discussion, Diane Albrecht made a motion to adjourn the public 
hearing at 11:35 a.m.  Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion Carried. 

Respectfully submitted by Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator 



November 2, 2004  

The Taylor County Transportation Coordination Committee was called to order at 10:10 a.m. 
at the Medford Senior Dining Site at the fair grounds.  Members present were Paul Hoffman, 
Diane Albrecht, Paul Thornton, Dave Hemke, Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush.  

Diane Albrecht made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting as presented. 
Paul Hoffmann seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

Carol then explained how Volunteer Escort Drivers are currently selected and approved.  
She explained that the time has come to require background checks before someone can be 
approved as an escort driver, and asked the committee to establish acceptable criteria 
guidelines and develop a form that prospective drivers must complete before transports can 
be assigned to them.  Another requirement suggested was a vehicle inspection, done by the 
office and/or done by the drivers, as well. 

Dave Bizer joined the meeting at this time. 

Diane Niggemann then reviewed the Black River Industries contract with the committee.  
Contract changes include canceling the Saturday bus route and the possibility of re-opening 
Monday service for medical appointments.  Diane Albrecht made a motion to accept Diane’s 
report as presented.  Dave Bizer seconded the motion.   Motion carried. 

Next Diane reviewed the 85.21 DOT application.  Diane Albrecht made a motion to approve 
the application with appropriate changes.  Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Dave Hemke then discussed with the committee the issue of taxi coupons, which was 
brought before them at the Human Services public hearing.  Due to lack of funds in the 
Human Services budget, Dave offered the option of grant funding, i.e. Ann Marie 
Foundation, Weather Shield Lite Foundation, Mid Wisconsin Bank Foundation, Walmart or 
Target stores, St. Joseph’s Hospital in Marshfield, etc.  The Committee suggested that Carol, 
with help from Paul and Dave, become aware of the time-lines when the grants will be 
available. 

Paul Thornton, from Black River Industries, reported that he has 2 new vehicles coming – 
one 8 passenger bus with a wheel chair slot and a 14 passenger van.  He also reported that 
Black River Industries will be providing free transportation for Holy Rosary’s Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

The next meeting will be set in March 2005.  All board members will be contacted with a list 
of available dates, times and locations. 

There being no further business, Dave Bizer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   Diane 
Albrecht seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted by Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator  



August 2, 2004 

The Taylor County Transportation Committee was called to order at 9:05 a.m. in the Senior 
Center at the fair grounds.  Members present were Paul Hoffman, Dave Bizer, Diane 
Albrecht, Paul Thornton, Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush. 

Dave Bizer made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting as presented.  Diane 
Albrecht seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Carol then review the Elderly Transportation report (mini-bus) and the Medical Assistance 
transportation report with the committee; explaining where and how the information for the 
reports is gathered and what it means.  There being no questions/further discussion Diane 
Albrecht made a motion to accept the reports as presented.  Dave Bizer seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

Diane Niggemann presented to the committee her semi-annual transportation report.  She 
was happy to report that there would not be a cut in program funds from the state in 2005.  
In fact she expects an increase in 85.21 funds of approximately $1,133.  The amount of the 
county's required match payment will increase about $227, for a total increase in program 
funds for 2005 of approximately $1,360.  Dave Bizer made a motion to accept Diane's 
report as presented.  Diane Albrecht seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Diane then informed the committee of upcoming bus trips:  August 27th the bus will be 
taking local seniors to tour and dine at the new Wisconsin Rapids Senior Center, then on to 
Rudolph, WI to visit the Grotto Gardens and Wonder Cave.  Then on September 23rd the 
bus is tentatively scheduled to go to the WI Farm Technology Days in Chippewa County.  
The number of prior reservations will determine whether the bus will go on the 23rd. 

Paul Thornton, from Black River Industries, was pleased to announce that the grant 
application he submitted back in January, 2004 was approved.  It was the first bi-annual 
grant application process for the DOT, so his proposal needed to include the anticipated 
vehicle needs for the next two years.  Paul reported that he anticipates delivery of 2 busses 
with wheel chair slots in 2005 and delivery of 1 van in 2006. 

The next meeting date will be set at a later time to allow for time to hold the required public 
hearing.  All board members will be contacted with a list of available dates, times and 
locations. 

There being no further business, Diane Albrecht make a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   

Respectfully submitted by Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator 



March 10, 2004 

The Taylor County Transportation Committee was called to order at 9:00 a.m. in the multi-
purpose room at the fair grounds.  Members present were George Dums, Dave Bizer, Diane 
Albrecht, Dave Hemke, Paul Thornton, Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush.   

Diane Albrecht made a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting as presented. 
George Dums seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Carol then reviewed the Elderly Transportation report (mini-bus) and the Medical Assistance 
transportation report with the committee.  There being no questions/further discussion 
Diane Albrecht made a motion to accept the reports as presented. Dave Bizer seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried. 

Carol then distributed the brochure developed for the passengers escorted by the volunteer 
drivers.  The brochure outlines the policy and procedures of the volunteer driver program.  
A motion was made to approve the new brochure by Dave Bizer.   Diane Albrecht seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried.  

Diane discussed with the committee the success of the new bus routes and the feed-back 
she is hearing about the changes.   It was suggested that perhaps one Monday a month 
could be designated for Marshfield and people could be encouraged to schedule their 
medical appointments in Marshfield for that day since so many doctors are reluctant to 
schedule appointments for Fridays.  

Diane also advised the committee that a bus will be going to the U. W. Eau Claire Campus 
later in March for the Spring Festival for Seniors.  

Paul Thornton, from Black River Industries, reported that the grant application he submitted 
back in January would be scored sometime in April and he will know more then about the 
new vehicles he will be getting. 

The next meeting date was set for Tuesday, July 27, 2004 at 9 a.m. in the Multi-purpose 
room at the Fair grounds.  

There being no further business, Diane Albrecht made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted by Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator  

 


