
Taylor County Transportation Coordination Committee  
Public Hearing 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 
Gilman Senior Center 

 
The public hearing for the 2007 85.21 Transportation plan was called to order at 11:45 a.m. 
by Diane Niggemann, Director of the Taylor County Commission on Aging.  There were 26 
residents present for the meeting. 
 
Diane began with introductions: County Board members, Black River Industries 
representatives, Human Services rep., COA staff.  Diane reviewed the 85.21 grant 
application and identified the geographic areas served throughout the county, including 
days, and times for each location.  She reviewed the regularly scheduled destinations, and 
offered some suggestions for additional trips.  She asked for suggestions for day trips that 
could be worked into the 2007 schedule.    
   
Diane also reported that a new van driver, John Sargent, has been hired to pick up people 
within 10 miles of Gilman for dining at the Gilman center. Diane also stated that van could 
be used by Gilman residents for medical trips to the Gilman clinic or for grocery shopping.  
The van will be available between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and all 
appointments or errands must be finished and the residents returned to their homes by 
1:50 p.m.    
 
Diane reminded everyone present of the site closing rules during the winter months.  If the 
Gilman school is closed, so also is the site.  Residents around Gilman should listen to their 
radio for closings and/or cancellations. 
 
There being no questions from the public and no further business to present, Diane Albrecht 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Roiger seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
The public hearing ended at 12:00 noon. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator 



Transportation Coordination Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 
Gilman Senior Center 

 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by Chairman Dave Bizer.  Those attending 
were Diane Albrecht, Mike Roiger, Randy Oaklief, Rick Petz, Terry Schultz, Dave Hemke, 
Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush. 
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting was made by Diane Albrecht.  
Motion seconded by Dave Bizer.  Motion carried.   
 
Next the committee discussed options for changing or eliminating Medicaid mileage 
reimbursement for picking up prescriptions.  Special rules were proposed but verifying 
compliance proved to be a problem.  After much discussion, Mike Roiger made a motion to 
discontinue Medicaid mileage reimbursement for picking up prescriptions effective January 
1, 2007.  Diane Albrecht seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   Because of the increased 
time required for processing mileage reimbursement claims, Dave Hemke proposed 
changing the cut-off date for submitting mileage reimbursement forms from the end of the 
month to the middle of the month, no later than the 20th.  Carol agreed that it is very 
difficult to verify Medicaid eligibility for all the requests that are submitted at the end of 
each month and calculate the amount due per client/family and volunteer driver for review 
and approval at the first Finance Committee meeting of the month.  Dave also proposed 
that a letter about these changes be written in time to be included with the reimbursement 
checks, as a way to notify those Medicaid recipients of the pending changes to take effect 
on January 1, 2007.   Notices should also be posted at the Human Services building as well 
as the Commission on Aging office.  Notices can also be provided for the caseworkers to 
hand out at the times they meet with their clients.   
 
Carol then advised the committee about the volunteer escort drivers and nutrition drivers 
training that would take place on Friday, Dec. 8th at the Multi-Purpose room.  It was 
explained that Patty Krug would be conducting the Blood Pathogen training at that time.  
Also a representative from the County’s insurance company would be coming to talk about 
respect and consideration for others life styles, however they seem to be.  Also the County’s 
confidentiality policy will be discussed, along with a review of the driver’s guide.  Since an 
ad has been placed in the paper to recruit more drivers, this will be a particularly important 
meeting for the new drivers to attend.   
 
Next Randy Oaklief, Director of Black River Industries, asked for clarification about the 
voting rights of the BRI representative on the Transportation Coordination Committee.  After 
some discussion, it was explained that the BRI representative was an ex-officio member of 
the committee.  Randy then offered that BRI has a staff member who is well trained in the 
HIPPA laws and the behaviors and reactions of the developmentally disabled and other 
mental health illnesses and would be able to provide training for the volunteer drivers upon 
request. 
 
Randy then discussed the reorganization of Black River Industries on November 1, 2006.  
He then introduced Rick Petz, the new Operations Manager and Terry Schultz, the new 
Facilities Safety and Transportation Supervisor.  Rick advised the committee that they have 
received their two new buses already.  He also stated that they would be providing 1 driver 
for the Tour of Lights on Dec. 15th and 3 drivers for the Tavern League Dinner to be held on 
Dec. 10th.  
 
Dave Hemke reported that this is fuel assistance season and fuel emergency season.  He 
stated that his staff is also very busy verifying citizenship of ALL their clients; birth 
certificates, photo ID’s and letters of attestation from some religious communities are the 
most common proofs of citizenship. 



Dave also reported that the State allocation for Medical Assistance transportation 
reimbursement for 2007 is 21.4 million dollars, a 3.1 million-dollar increase.  Taylor 
County’s allocation is $153,300.  Dave then announced that the State’s efforts to find a 
vender to manage Medicaid transportation either by region or state wide have ceased for 
the time being but may not necessarily be forgotten.   
 
Diane Niggemann reviewed the 85.21 DOT allocation to Taylor County to fund specialized 
transportation for the elderly and disabled residents of Taylor County.   She reviewed the 
plan expenses and explained the revenues.  She stated that a new driver has been hired by 
Senior Citizen Employment and Training, Inc. for the Gilman van.  A discussion about ways 
to increase the number of riders on the mini-bus offered many suggestions, such as: 
changing geographic routes, adding 2 trips to Wausau per month; continuing the “day” trips 
to various events or scenic locations around the state.  Diane and Randy Oaklief explained 
how the contract with BRI addresses the cost of gasoline and how the contract will be 
adjusted accordingly with a 60 consecutive day increase/decrease in gas prices.  Mike 
Roiger made a motion to approve the 85.21 plan with proposed changes.  Diane Albrecht 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
It was decided to schedule quarterly meetings of the Transportation Coordination 
Committee commencing February 20, 2007, followed by May 15th, August 21st and 
November 20th. 
 
There being no further business, Diane Albrecht made a motion to adjourn.  Mike Roiger 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator 



Transportation Coordination Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, October 3, 2006 
Multi-Purpose Room  

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am. by chairperson, Dave Bizer. Those attending 
were Diane Albrecht, Paul Thornton, Dave Hemke, Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush. 
Absent was Mike A. Roiger. 

Diane Albrecht made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting. Motion 
was seconded by Dave Bizer.  Motion carried. 

After some discussion about the Medical Assistance report, the Committee asked that the 
next meeting agenda include review and act on a possible change in the Medicaid pharmacy 
mileage reimbursement claims. The Committee also discussed incentives for increasing 
ridership on the mini—bus such as offering coupons or using the mini—bus as a means of 
getting to work.  Diane A. made a motion to approve Carol’s Medical Assistance report and 
Elderly Transportation report as presented.  Dave B. seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

Diane Niggemann reviewed the 85.21 mid—year report. She also reported that Taylor 
County should receive an increase in 85.21 funds in the amount of $10,000 for 2007. She 
reported that 85.21 trust fund rules have changed for 2007 and will permit a ceiling amount 
of $80,000 to be held in a trust fund. Also, trust fund money can be used for any approved 
program purpose.  

Diane then went on to review the Assessment and Framework for Action proposed for the 
Taylor County Public Transit—Human Services Transportation Plan prepared by the 
Northwest Regional Planning Commission.  Improvement actions will be reviewed at all 
future Transportation Coordination Committee meetings.  

Next Diane & Paul Thornton, representative from Black River Industries, reviewed the 2007 
mini-bus contract, noting a 5% increase over 2006. Diane Albrecht made a motion to 
approve the proposed 2007 mini—bus contract. Dave Bizer seconded the motion. Motion 
carried.  

Paul Thornton reported that BRI accepted delivery of 2 new buses last week, each being an 
8 passenger bus with one wheelchair slot.  He also reported that BRI placed 5th out of 46 
grant applications for 2 new mini-buses in 2007. The Committee discussed with Paul the 
possibility of using one of the new mini-buses for a demonstration at the Health, Wellness & 
Safety Fair on October 26th at the high school, in hopes of spurring some new interest in 
riding the bus. Paul and Diane discussed adding to the next agenda the development of a 
Resource Directory of local transportation services in Taylor County.  

Dave Hemke will give a copy of the book prepared by Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission to the City (Mike Wellner).  He also reported that Human Services Dept. 2007 
budget was passed and that energy assistance applications began yesterday (Oct. 2nd). 
Dave also advised the committee that FEMA money was exhausted and that the Salvation 
Army’s funds for 2006 are running low.  

Other business discussed was setting a date/time for a transportation public hearing. The 
next regularly scheduled Transportation Coordination Committee meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, December 6 at 10:00 a.m. at the Gilman Senior Center and the transportation 
public hearing will follow at 11:30 a.m. 



As the date and time for the next meeting will have to be determined at a later date and 
there being no further business, Diane Albrecht made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
Dave Bizer seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator  

 



TAYLOR COUNTY TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION COMMITTEE 
February 15, 2006 
 
The Taylor County Transportation Coordination Committee was called to order at 10:00 a.m. 
at the Multi-Purpose room at the fair grounds.  Members present were Paul Hoffman, Dave 
Bizer, Diane Albrecht, Dave Hemke, Paul Thornton, Diane Niggemann and Carol Roush.   
 
Dave Bizer made a motion to approve the minutes of the last regular committee meeting 
and the public hearing as presented.  Diane Albrecht seconded the motion.   Motion carried. 
 
The Medicaid transportation report and the elderly transportation report (mini-bus) were 
reviewed and discussed.  Diane Albrecht made a motion to approve the reports as 
presented.  Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Next Carol explained that the 
money requested from the county’s Finance Committee, last June, to insure equity among 
all volunteer drivers, was based on an estimated number of escort miles, to be reimbursed 
at the IRS rate of .405/mile as allowed at that time.  Best guesstimate figures indicated that 
approximately $2,500.00 would be adequate to make all volunteer drivers mileage 
reimbursement equal.  However, in September, 2005 the IRS unexpectedly increased the 
rate for mileage reimbursement by .08 cents/mile.   As a result, the volunteer escort driver 
mileage reimbursement funds fell short by $1,900.00.  Diane Albrecht made a motion that 
an additional $1,900 be requested from the Finance Committee to make tax year 2005 
whole; due to the unexpected increase in the mileage reimbursement rate.  Dave Bizer 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Diane Niggemann advised the committee that in 
order to maintain the volunteer drivers reimbursement rate equal to the IRS rate, in 2006,  
some 85.21 money will be used, but the balance would need to come from the United Way 
grant that Carol applied for.   Diane expects to receive United Way funds in March.    
 
Diane Niggemann reviewed her 85.21 year end report for the committee.  She explained 
that she depends on Paul’s reports for her numbers.  Paul pointed out that the hours of 
service  represent the number of “in motion” bus hours.  Dave Bizer made a motion to 
accept Diane’s report as presented.  Diane Albrecht seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Diane and Dave Hemke, from Human Services, explained the changes that will be 
taking place later this year regarding Medicaid non-emergency transportation.  They talked 
about what brokerage management meant to Taylor County and the financial impact it 
would have.  Dave then talked about the Economic Support Policy Advisory Committee 
(ESPAC) and the questions they had relating to the new Medicaid Transportation Broker 
proposal.  As it stands now, ESPAC’s polls show that 40% of Wisconsin’s counties want to 
maintain MA transportation while 60% are willing to give it up.  Clarification of ESPAC’s 
questions should help reluctant counties to make informed decisions.  Diane stated that she 
will be going to a meeting in March to learn more about the Brokerage proposal. 
 
Dave Hemke then talked about additional money that will be available for fuel assistance for 
individuals/families with incomes at or less than 200% of the poverty level.  He stated that 
family size and the number of rooms needing heat will be taken into consideration.  Also, if 
someone has already applied and been denied, because they were over the income limits, 
they should re-apply.  For those who have already applied for and received fuel assistance, 
they can re-apply for a little more help.   
 
Paul Thornton, from Black River Industries, reported that he recently submitted a $75,000 
grant for 2 new buses and thanked the committee for their support.  He expects to get the 
results in May.  Paul then indicated that a bus that they received last September was sent 
back for failing to meet the specification requirements.  He said that this is seldom done, 
but they did receive a much better vehicle in November; it passed specification inspection.   
 



Paul then updated the committee on the new projects that BRI is working on.  They are 
hopeful that these new projects will allow them to bring back some former employees and 
increase productivity at their facility.  
 
It was decided to delay scheduling the next meeting until after the spring election and the 
new committees have been appointed.    
 
There being no further business, Diane Albrecht made a motion to adjourn the meeting.   
Dave Bizer seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
Carol Roush, Transportation Coordinator 
 
 


