
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  
(AMENDED) 
December 11, 2009 
Taylor County Sheriff’s Department Training Room 
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Werner, Lewis, Parent 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Karyn Eckert, Star News; County Clerk Bruce 
Strama; Supervisor Chuck Zenner; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed at 
Memorial Health Center; Patty Malm, Probation and Parole; Doris Kiefer, Taylor County 
Humane Society; and Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the October 9, 2009 meeting:  Parent moved to approve the 
minutes of the October 9, 2009 meeting; Werner seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Seidl moved to approve the agenda of 11 items; Werner seconded.  All 
Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on the Replacement of Gilman’s 2000 Wheeled 
Coach Ambulance.  Ron Bohn informed the committee that replacement of a Gilman 
ambulance is necessary.  Both the chassis and the box would need to be replaced at a cost 
of around $105,000.00.  It would not be economically sound to use the old box on a new 
chassis as the old box would require a complete replacement of the electrical wiring.   
 
Lewis made a motion to approve putting out bids for a new ambulance; Parent seconded the 
motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss/Act on the Replacement of Zoll Monitor/Defibrillators.  The four current Zoll 
Monitor/Defibrillators were purchased in 2002 and are above the standard depreciation.  
Bohn would like to upgrade to units that would be able to transmit heart tracings by cell 
phone, which would cost an additional $8,000 per unit.  A new unit would cost $16-17,000 
each.  Bohn would run the cost through with the ambulance and depreciate them together.   
 
Seidl made a motion to approve the replacement of four Zoll monitor/defibrillators.  Werner 
seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss/Act on Rib Lake and Medford Unit Moving Upward in Classification.  Bohn 
indicated this matter was just for discussion as he did not have the figures necessary for the 
committee to make a decision at this time.  Bohn had surveyed the EMT’s, asking if they 
would be interested in upgrading from EMT basic to Intermediate Technician.  Many of the 
EMT’s would be agreeable to taking the 111 hours of training necessary to upgrade their 
level and increase their pay.   Intermediate technicians are able to provide additional 
medical services, such as starting IV’s, and the ambulance service would be able to charge 
Medicare at a higher level.  The training would take place at Northcentral Technical College 
in Medford.   Bohn recommended only upgrading Rib Lake and Medford as Gilman does not 
have enough EMT’s at the current time to make this feasible.  Bohn indicated that the State 
has the final say on whether or not an upgrade is granted.   
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 



Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on Renewing Contract with Humane 
Society.  Seidl presented changes to the 2009 contract that needed to be made for 2010 
(changing the dates the contract is in effect, deleting one paragraph referring to labor and 
materials that would be provided by the county, and reducing the County’s contribution 
from $3,560 to $3,000 per year).  Kiefer said that they were prepared for the budget cut 
and they have been raising funds themselves through fund raisers.  She said the Human 
Society is financially stable and that the inmate program is “working wonderfully.”   
 
Seidl made a motion to approve the amended agreement; Parent seconded the motion.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
Kiefer and Strama then left the meeting.   
 
Discuss/Act on Village Agreements.  The agreements are the same as 2009 other than 
the amount the County will be contributing to the village police departments.  Previously, 
the county had provided $6,000 to each village; that amount will now be reduced to $3,000.  
Daniels stated that the Corporation Counsel had reviewed the agreements. 
 
Lewis made a motion to approve the agreements for the villages of Gilman and Rib Lake;  
Parent seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Patty Malm joined the meeting.  
 
Discuss/Act on Jail Officer Vacancy.  Sheriff Daniels read a prepared statement 
expressing his concerns in regard to not filling the jail staff vacancy.  He indicated that 
according to a nationally recognized survey of staff levels in jails, our jail is understaffed 
even if this position is filled.   He said that the department is under law to provide safety, 
security, and welfare to the public and that cannot be done adequately without adequate 
staff.   
 
Patty Malm from Probation and Parole stated that the department has a liability and they 
MUST maintain public safety according to State Statute.   
 
Lewis indicated that he and Zenner had toured the jail and found that this is not the area to 
make cuts.  He expressed the concern of other county employees at the fact that the jail 
officers and deputies did not need to take furlough days as other county employees did.    
Daniels indicated that some TASO employees did want to take furlough days but they could 
not due to their being needed to fill shifts.   He also indicated that there has been 
considerable overtime paid out due to being one employee short in the jail.  Zenner 
indicated that the county is not saving any money by making TASO employees take 
furlough days if even more money is being paid out in overtime. 
 
After considerable discussion, Lewis made a motion to fill the jail officer vacancy; Seidl 
seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
The committee instructed the sheriff to form an ad-hoc subcommittee to discuss 
the staffing issue at the Sheriff’s Department related to furlough days.   Daniels 
was instructed to select members for this ad-hoc subcommittee and report back to 
the Law Enforcement Committee chair as to who they would be.   Lewis indicated 
that he believed it would be appropriate not to have Law Enforcement Committee 
members on the subcommittee.   
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels informed the committee that the Sheriff’s Department 
has been billed for calibrating the truck scales.  These scales were purchased for the 
Forestry Department.  The Forestry Department had paid for the calibration the first years 
but in 2009 the Sheriff’s Department received the bill, which it paid.  Daniels indicated that 



he had not budgeted for this expense.  He has now learned that he will be expected to pay 
the bill in 2010 and, again, had not budgeted for this expense.   Zenner indicated that the 
county has to pay the expense; it is just a matter of which fund it will come out of.  
 
Daniels said that squad replacement was budgeted in 2010.  The department will begin 
posting for bids. 
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Parent made a motion to approve the 
invoices for October and November, 2009; Werner seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Seidl 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
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Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Parent made a motion to approve the 
invoices for October and November, 2009; Werner seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Seidl 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m.   
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LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
October 9, 2009 
Taylor County Sheriff’s Department Training Room 
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Werner, Lewis, Parent 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Medical Examiner Scott Perrin; Karyn Eckert, 
Star News; and Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the August 27, 2009 meeting:  Parent moved to approve the 
minutes of the August 27, 2009 meeting; Werner seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Seidl moved to approve the agenda of 11 items; Werner seconded.  All 
Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  None 
 
Medical Examiner:   See Law Enforcement Business 
 
Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on Resolution Appointing the Medical 
Examiner for Taylor County.   Scott Perrin indicated that the only change from the 
previous resolution is the length of the term of office.  Previously, it had been for two years 
and, in this resolution, it will be one year.  This was done in order to allow the committee to 
look at the wage compensation for the medical examiner position in one year’s time.  Perrin 
has not had a wage increase for over ten years.  Lewis asked if other counties had been 
contacted to do a comparison of wages.  Perrin said that there has been and he will bring 
that information along when his term of office is up for renewal.  
 
Seidl made a motion to approve the Resolution Appointing the Medical Examiner for Taylor 
County; Werner seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels informed the committee that it has been necessary to 
purchase some items since the last meeting.   
 
The software that runs the dispatch center was in need of replacement.  Northway 
Communications could not guarantee that they would be able to keep the old system 
working.  A new software program was purchased for $8,100.00.  This software program is 
upgradable when other communication updates occur. 
 
The department also paid $700.00 to update the department’s radio license to narrow band.  
It is possible that we would have lost our radio frequencies to another entity if we had not 
renewed them at this time. 
 
Five new portable radios were purchased for the jail at the cost of $3,000.00.  The 
department did save money by trading in the old radios. 
 
There are currently 38 inmates.  Sheriff Daniels is working on securing agreements with 
other counties.  There are a few Price County and Probation & Parole Extended Supervision 
inmates being housed.   
 



Sheriff Daniels recently did an interview for public radio which was broadcast in Alaska.  
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lewis made a motion to approve the 
invoices for August and September, 2009; Parent seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Lewis 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:28 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
 
 
 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
August 27, 2009 
County Board Room, Third Floor 
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: Parent 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed 
at Memorial Health Center; Kaaron Keene, Vice-President, Patient Care Services at Memorial 
Health Center; Lori Peck, Vice-President, Finance Administration at Memorial Health Center; 
County Chairman Jim Metz; County Clerk Bruce Strama; Medical Examiner Scott Perrin; 
Karyn Eckert, Star News; and Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the August 14, 2009 meeting:  Seidl moved to approve the 
minutes of the August 14, 2009 meeting; Lewis seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Lewis moved to approve the agenda of 10 items; Seidl seconded.  All 
Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on Replacement of Ten (10) Hand Held Radios 
with Fund Assistance Monies.  Bohn indicated that the current radios are over fifteen 
years old and starting to need repairs.  He is asking for approval to purchase ten radios at 
the cost $365.00 each, total of $3,650.00.  There is money in the Fund Assistance account. 
 
Lewis made a motion to approve the purchase of ten (10) hand held radios with Fund 
Assistance monies; Seidl seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried 
 
Discuss/Act on 2010 Ambulance Budget – Kaaron Keene asked the committee for more 
direction on how it is assumed that they carry out the expense budget.  Last year, there 
was money approved for raises for the EMT’s; however, no raises were given due to Market 
Share data the hospital had received.  The drivers were given raises and adjustments were 
made to some other pay grades.  Lori Peck asked the committee if it was expected that 
raises be given to the EMTs because it was approved in the county budget. 
 
Lewis commented that the county owns the ambulance service but the employees are 
Memorial Health Center employees; therefore, the county should not be directing their 
raises.  Seidl agreed, stating it was beyond the county’s authority and that we are just 
interested in the budget line.  Keene stated that they were under the same assumption.  
Peck indicated that they would use the budgeted information as a guideline.   
 
Bohn then presented the 2010 Ambulance Budget.  It is anticipated that the budget will be 
less than it was believed it would be at the time of the MedEvac meeting.  Revenue 
increased in the areas of intercept and leasing of staff and vehicle.  The 2009 budgeted 
revenue was $386,300 and for 2010 it is $379,748.   Expenses are anticipated to decrease 
from $584,600 to $520,228, with decreases in salaries and benefits, insurance, and 
education. 
 
Lewis made a motion to approve the ambulance budget; Seidl seconded the motion.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Kaaron Keene, Lori Peck, and Ron Bohn then left the meeting. 



Medical Examiner:   Discuss/Act on 2010 Budget – Scott Perrin presented the 
proposed 2010 budget, which had no changes from the 2009 budget.  Perrin indicated that 
the actual expenses for 2009 were lower than budgeted, due in part to holding off on 
education and the associated travel expenses.  He did caution the committee that the actual 
expenses can vary due to the needs and duties of the coroner’s office, i.e. autopsies, etc.   
Sweda asked if the budget had been cut by the recommended 5%; Perrin indicated that it 
had not. 
 
Werner made a motion to approve the 2010 Medical Examiner budget; Seidl seconded the 
motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss/Act on Salary Increase – Perrin presented information from a survey done with 
comparable sized counties as to how much their medical examiner is paid; his wages are 
considerably less.  Perrin stated that he has not had a raise in ten years.  His two year 
contract will be negotiated in October, 2009 (effective January 1, 2010).   He is requesting 
that the committee revisit this issue prior to the end of his two year contract. 
 
Lewis made a motion to bring up the contract issue at the October, 2009 law enforcement 
committee meeting; Seidl seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on 2010 Budget – Sheriff Daniels was able 
to achieve the requested 5% decrease of the budget related to operating expenses.  
Included is a cut in the funds paid to the villages of Rib Lake and Gilman to support law 
enforcement in those villages, a decrease in funds budgeted for juvenile jail placements, a 
decrease in the amount spent on jail meals, and a decrease in the medical payments for 
inmates (despite the Health Department increasing their charges by $2.00 per hour and a 
2% projected increase in the charge for services from HPL, who provides medical doctor 
services).  Increases included prisoner transport expenses, language interpretations, and 
video-conferencing.  Video conferencing will save money in the long run as prisoners will not 
need to be transported for court hearings, etc.  
 
Sheriff Daniels indicated that 8% of the Sheriff’s Administration Operating Expense 
reductions was transferred to the IT Department for computer hardware expenses.  The 5% 
guideline has been met in the operations expenses.  
 
Discussion was held regarding HazMat.  Lewis questioned if there were enough people on 
the HazMat team to justify the expense.  He suggested that perhaps the program should be 
ended if it is not being used, which would save the county $10,000.   Seidl explained that 
the $10,000 is grant money and donations; there is no money from the county levy.  After 
some discussion, it was decided that it is a good program that should remain in place but 
that recruiting needs to be done, such as was done with the EMT program. 
 
Seidl made a motion to forward the proposed budget to the Budget Review Committee; 
Lewis seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss/Act on Humane Society 2010 Budget - County Clerk Bruce Strama passed out 
copies of an Expenditure Budget Worksheet for the Humane Society.  Expenses include 
electricity, gas & fuel, dog tag expense, office supplies, miscellaneous expenses (which 
include medical care, quarantine expenses, etc.) and dog impoundment fees.  The county 
pays $7,200 a year for rent of the building and pays the Humane Society $36,000.   The 
county recoups $12,200 from license fees, leaving a total expenditure for 2009 of 
$31,000.00.   
 
Strama is decreasing the monthly payment to the Humane Society from $3,600 to $3,000.   
He is comfortable doing this as the Humane Society was able to put money into savings this 
past year.  The contract with the Humane Society renews in November, 2009.   



 
Lewis made a motion to forward the proposed Humane Society budget to the Budget Review 
Committee; Seidl seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
Sheriff’s Report:  None 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Seidl made a motion to adjourn; Lewis seconded.  
All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
 
 
 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
August 14, 2009 
Sheriff’s Department Training Room  
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Parent, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed 
at Memorial Health Center; Karyn Eckert, Star News; Kaaron Keene, Vice-President Patient 
Care Services at Memorial Health Center; and Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the July 10, 2009 meeting:  Parent moved to approve the minutes 
of the July 10, 2009 meeting; Seidl seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Lewis moved to approve the agenda of 11 items; Seidl seconded.  All 
Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on replacement of cot with Fund Assistance monies – 
Ron Bohn indicated that one ambulance cot is in need of replacement.  The cot is sixteen 
years old and the weight capacity is only 350 pounds.  The cot which he would like to 
purchase has a weight capacity of 650 pounds.  There is money from the state in the Fund 
Assistance Program, which is meant to be used to purchase new equipment.  The new cot 
would cost $4,823.00.  There is currently $8,200.00 in the fund and another $6,300.00 will 
be received this month for the next year.   
 
Lewis made a motion to approve the purchase of the cot; Parent seconded the motion.  All 
ayes.  Motion carried 
 
Discussion was held on the effectiveness of the paramedic service now available through 
Memorial Health Center’s ambulance service.  Kaaron Keene indicated that there have been 
ambulance calls that could have turned out differently had the paramedic not been on 
board, for example one serious cardiac rhythm issue and a serious bee sting. 
 
Kaaron Keene and Ron Bohn then left the meeting. 
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 
Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on VINE System – Daniels had presented 
this information earlier in the year and the program was approved.  Due to budget 
concerns, Daniels brought it back to the committee.  
 
The VINE System is a computer program/hardware that would notify victims of an inmate’s 
release and also allow victims to check on the status of an inmate.   The computer system 
in the jail would also be improved, cutting back on the need to enter information more than 
once.  The cost is $5,000-$10,000 per year.  The grant would cover 2010 but the costs 
would need to come out of the budget thereafter.   
 
Lewis asked if the department would accept the grant if the future costs were not approved; 
Daniels indicated no. 
 



Seidl mentioned that possibly the department could get private donations to pay for the 
system as it would be purchased to assist the victims of crime, not the department.   After 
some discussion, it was decided that this was not a viable option. 
 
Lewis said that with the budget due in two weeks, a decision needs to be made now.  He 
understands the value of the system but he is also aware of the shortfall in the budget; 
therefore, if a decision needs to be made now, he is against the purchase.   
 
Daniels indicated that the grant would pay for the installation of the device, which would not 
be covered if it was decided to purchase the system later.  Lewis said that we will need to 
evaluate making a purchase in the future. 
 
Parent made a motion to not purchase the VINE System at this time; Seidl seconded the 
motion.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss/Act on filling vacant jailer/dispatcher position – Daniels indicated that the 
hiring process is lengthy so he would like to get started on it now.  The department is 
running short handed.  The jail started the month of August with 26 vacant shifts and 
sergeants filled an additional 23.     
 
Werner made a motion to begin the hiring process by starting a pool; Seidl seconded the 
motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discussion was held on the current staffing level of the department.  Members of the 
committee indicated that they have heard from citizens that they think the department is 
overstaffed.  This may possibly be due to confusion with people thinking the City Police and 
the Sheriff’s Department are the same department; they don’t realize that they are two 
separate agencies.  Daniels asked that they keep in mind that the Sheriff’s Department is a 
24 hour a day operation; therefore, when comparing the department to other departments 
in the county you need to remember that the hours worked are three times what the other 
departments are working.  Parent mentioned that the State Patrol has been ordered to cut 
down on their mileage; Daniels indicated that this is going to increase the workload of the 
county departments.  
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels informed the committee that as of July there was a 
3.79% increase in the cost of jail meals. 
 
Three grievances were heard yesterday; two, regarding vacation issues, were resolved and 
the other, regarding a termination, is still pending. 
 
An electric storm damaged a computer in jail booking, which has been replaced at the cost 
of $800.00; a computer monitor for the High Ground Recording System, which has been 
replaced at the cost of $200.00; and the tower for the Crossmatch fingerprint system, which 
is going to cost $1,600.00 to replace and program.  Lewis asked about insurance coverage 
for these items.  Daniels said that the county is self-insured but that they are trying to roll 
all of the county’s claims from the storm into one to share the deductible.  Seidl said that he 
will check with IT to see if better surge protectors can be utilized. 
 
The current inmate count is around 50.  The year-to-date revenue is $200,575.00 
($66,000.00 from Price County and $134,575.00 from Lincoln County for inmate board).   
Daniels is still working to locate boarders from other counties, the State of Wisconsin, or 
U.S. Marshall (federal prisoners).  The State says that they have put everything on hold for 
now but may be extending the Extended Supervision Program and we are “on the top of the 
list” if the State does start new agreements with county jails.   If other counties do not sign 
up, we will get their inmates, also.  
 



The Inmate to Work Program is very successful.  Inmates have put in a total of 730.44 
hours, which results in a savings of $4,747.86 in labor costs for the county.   The inmates 
earn days off of their sentence, which has saved the county $1,370.00 in room and board 
costs thus far.  Lewis asked if the inmates are supervised while working.  Daniels said that if 
they are working around the jail and courthouse, there are multiple cameras watching 
them; if they are away from the courthouse, there is one maintenance worker with them.  
Seidl mentioned that the inmate working at the animal shelter is sometimes there alone 
with no supervision.  Daniels said all inmates in the Inmate to Work Program are eligible for 
Huber (work release) so they are eligible to be outside of the jail facility to work; therefore, 
as long as there are no complaints from the person supervising them, it should not be a 
concern.  However, Daniels will speak with Kevin Mayer, jailer/dispatcher in charge of the 
program, regarding this. 
 
Daniels met with Corporation Counsel Steve Anderson in regard to the crash between a 
county squad and a woman driving a vehicle responding to a fire.  The woman’s insurance 
company, American Family, has offered to pay the Sheriff’s Department 80% of our 
damages - $8,272.80.  Anderson recommends accepting the offer as the cost of litigation 
would exceed the difference. 
 
A new network printer has been purchased for dispatch, which cost $1,200.00.  The money 
for this purchase was in the budget.  A savings will be seen in the type of paper used.  
 
The 2008 Annual Report has been completed, a copy of which will be distributed to the 
committee members.  
 
An Ordinance to Amend Section 61.12(2), Prohibitions, Uniform Addressing System, Taylor 
County Code was signed by the committee members.   This amendment states that:  “No 
person shall fail to reinstall an official address sign under this chapter after the sign for that 
person’s property has been obliterated, vandalized, destroyed, or removed.  Such 
reinstallations shall be at the expense of the owner.” 
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Seidl made a motion to approve the 
invoices from June, 2009 and July, 2009; Werner seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Seidl 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
 
 
 



Joint Law Enforcement and Personnel Committee 
July 16, 2009 
Third Floor County Board Room 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Chairman Parent called the meeting to order at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Members Present: Fred Parent, Chuck Zenner, Jim Seidl, Lester Lewis, John Werner III  
Members Absent: Joe Sweda 
Other Attendees: Jim Metz, Marie Koerner, Linda Daniels, Sue Hady, Bruce Daniels, 
Jacky Peterson  
 
Approve Agenda:  Lewis moved to approve the agenda with four items; Zenner seconded.  
A unanimous vote cast, the motion carried. 
 
Closed Session. A motion was made by Lewis, seconded by Zenner, to go into closed 
session at 11:16 a.m. pursuant to Wisconsin State Statutes, 19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of 
considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of an 
employee. Five (5) voting aye, one (1) absent (Sweda), the motion carried. Bruce Daniels, 
Sheriff, was present during the closed session. 
 
Open Session.  A motion was made by Zenner, seconded by Lewis, to go into open session 
at 11:20 a.m. to take any necessary action on the matter in closed session. Five (5) voting 
aye, one (1) absent (Sweda), the motion carried.  
 
Adjournment. It was moved by Lewis, seconded by Seidl to adjourn at 11:21 a.m. A 
unanimous vote cast, the motion carried. 
 
Secretary: Linda Daniels 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
July 10, 2009 
Sheriff’s Department Training Room  
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Seidl called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 
Members Present: Seidl, Parent, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: Sweda 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed 
at Memorial Health Center; Brian Wilson, Star News; County Clerk Bruce Strama;   Kaaron 
Keene, Vice-President Patient Care Services at Memorial Health Center;  Steve Anderson, 
Taylor County Corporation Counsel;  Doris Kiefer, June Darnell, Jamie Schuppel, and Gail 
Gruneberg, Taylor County Humane Society;  and Sergeant Kim Kasperek. 
 
Approve Minutes of the May 28, 2009 meeting:  Lewis moved to approve the minutes 
of the May 28, 2009 meeting; Werner seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Seidl moved to approve the agenda; Lewis seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be by necessity and call. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on contract between MedEvac and Taylor County on 
lease of 1996 ambulance.  Ron Bohn stated that the proposed lease was given to Steve 
Anderson.  Steve Anderson explains his concerns & necessary changes.  The odometer 
reading needed to be added.  It was stated that the ambulance was in safe and sound 
condition.  Aspirus has since examined the ambulance.  The ambulance was to be used for 
ALS transports and back up for other ambulances.  The maintenance is to be in accordance 
with manufacturer’s schedule.  Aspirus will be responsible for all repairs and will have the 
right to do any painting & lettering.  The compensation was agreed to with term of 1 year 
and either party may terminate at the end of the month with 30 days notice.  For the option 
to purchase would need to negotiate price.  He had a concern with #9 & #4.  He questioned 
what do we do if the ambulance is not worth fixing?  The current market value is between 
$3000-$5000 with a trade in value between $7500-$10,000 per Road Rescue.  Aspirus 
would be responsible for any loss and will maintain at least $1,000,000 dollars for injury to 
1 person & at least $2,000,000 for any additional.  Insurance is through the hospital with 
Klinner Insurance and cannot be through the county.  If the lease is sublet, the duties don’t 
terminate.  Steve Anderson stated that the contract looks appropriate.  Ron Bohn will get a 
copy with the revisions.  Steve Anderson stated that we should have a written arrangement 
under which the ambulance service operates.  Ron Bohn gave Anderson a copy of the 
agreement.  
 
Werner made a motion to approve the lease.  Seidl seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 
Law Enforcement Business:  The Humane Society report of total intake & adoptions was 
given.  There are currently about 25 cats & 8-9 dogs.  No complaints have been received.  
The financial report was given.  There was discussion on initial costs and cost for building & 
utilities.  It was stated that only strays are taken and owners can’t just drop off animals 
they don’t want.  Some problems related to the way Price Co operates differently.  An 
inmate worker is at the humane society 6 days a week & it is going good.        
 
Discuss/Act on replacement of address signs; There has been one incident of vandalism to 
an address sign and the owner wanted the sign replaced.  There was discussion that the 



ordinance states that the person must replace the sign and it should be amended to state 
that it shall be at owner’s expense.  A motion was made and seconded to send to the board 
for the change.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss/act on sworn officer vacation request, extending anniversary date.  Sheriff Daniels 
explained that the employee was using it during the pay period of his anniversary date but 
since it was not before the anniversary date, he lost 3 days.  Sheriff Daniels had since 
become aware of a jailer/dispatcher losing a day since she was using her last day of 
vacation on her anniversary date.  The county code only mentions employees who are not 
represented but doesn’t state how represented employees are handled.  The Sheriff stated 
that he has an intent to file a grievance since it is also not clear in labor agreement.  The 
Sheriff is asking to allow the employees to take the vacation time & then fix the problem.  
Lewis stated that it is the employee’s responsibility to know when they have to use it and in 
the past have asked for an extension of time to use when necessary.  The Sheriff stated 
that there was some miscommunication and you must show that the employee is aware of 
the rule before disciplining.  Lewis stated that all employees should be aware of this but this 
should go to the Personnel Committee.  Sheriff Daniels agreed that it would go to the 
Personnel Committee but was looking for support from this committee.   
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels stated that he had planned on giving his report but would 
give it at next meeting.  He stated that we currently had 5 boarders from Price County and 
we had contacted Eau Claire County and they advised that they would keep us in mind.  
Sheriff Daniels reported that we had contacted the state but had not heard back from them 
yet.  He stated that the inmate work program was going good and that they had worked 
about 314 hours at several locations such as Gerstberger Pines, Miller Dam, Humane 
Society, the fairgrounds & the courthouse.  Feedback has all been positive.  His goal is to 
have them start a garden and use the produce in the jail kitchen.  
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, a motion was made and seconded to 
approve the invoices.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn; All 
Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:55 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Kim Kasperek 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
May 28, 2009 
Sheriff’s Department Training Room  
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Parent, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed 
at Memorial Health Center; Karyn Eckert, Star News; County Clerk Bruce Strama; County 
Board Chairman Jim Metz; Mike Danen; Bill Breneman, Director of Emergency Services; 
Gregg Olson, CEO Memorial Health Center; Kaaron Keene, Vice-President Patient Care 
Services at Memorial Health Center; Lori Peck, Vice-President Finance Administration at 
Memorial Health Center; Jason Keffler, Director of EMS Transport Services for Aspirus; and 
Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the March 13, 2009 meeting:  Parent moved to approve the 
minutes of the March 13, 2009 meeting; Lewis seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Seidl moved to approve the agenda of 11 items; Lewis seconded.  All 
Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on new service options for emergency 
services/interfacility transports.  Ron Bohn presented an overview of EMS services.  The first 
level is First Responders, who are taught through the technical institutes; no billing can be 
done for their services.  The next level is the EMT Basic, which is the level currently at 
Memorial Health Center.  Next is the EMT – IV technician, then the EMT – Intermediate, and 
finally the highest level – the paramedic.  The types of medical care that can be provided to 
patients increases with each level of training. 
 
Kaaron Keene then explained the proposal from MedEvac to enhance services at Memorial 
Health Center by providing 24/7 paramedic services.  The paramedic would provide more 
highly skilled care on the ambulance and also advance the level of care on medical 
transports.  The paramedic would provide 9-1-1 intercept services.  They would either leave 
with the ambulance from the hospital or, if the ambulance was already at the site, the 
paramedic would have a vehicle with medical equipment aboard to travel to the site and 
assist with needed medical care.  The paramedic would also assist on medical transports to 
other facilities, such as a burn center, by providing advanced life support. This would 
eliminate the need to wait for an Advanced Life Support ambulance from Wausau before a 
transport could be done.   If necessary, it would still be possible to bring in either a higher 
or lower level of transport service.   
 
The paramedic would be stationed at Memorial Health Center, working a 24 hour shift.  If 
there is more than one ambulance call that would require a paramedic, the first call received 
would be the one that the paramedic would be assigned to.  Additional staff could be added 
if this occurs frequently.  
 
Sweda asked who was going to pay for the paramedic; Jason Keffler indicated that Aspirus 
will be picking up the cost.  The hospital will be able to bill at a higher level if a paramedic is 
providing service.  MedEvac will bill either the patient or their insurance; then Taylor County 
is paid a flat rate at the basic level for each ambulance run.  The county will always get 
paid, even if it turns into a bad debt for the hospital.  The flat rate is based on the history of 



calls and would be determined each year.  The hospital will be increasing the 9-1-1 basic fee 
this year. 
 
Taylor County ambulance would no longer provide inter-facility transports as a routine 
service.  This would allow the county to staff fewer EMT’s and eliminate the cost of an RN 
during some transports.  The current ambulance used for inter-facility transports may either 
be leased or bought by Aspirus.  Memorial Health Center would still provide transports for 
the Sheriff’s Department when there is a person that needs medical attention while being 
transported.  
 
MedEvac’s proposal would not result in additional cost to the county and may actually result 
in a small reduction in the county budget.  
 
Seidl asked if this could be re-negotiated if it was found to not be working for all parties.  
Keffler said that it definitely could be and that they will be continually looking at the 
financials. 
 
Lewis made a motion to approve the progression of this plan; Seidl seconded the motion.  
All Ayes.  Motion carried.    
 
Keffler indicated that they will try to begin paramedic services this summer.  Parent said 
that if there is going to be any increase in expense for the county, he would like to know by 
September when the budget is approved.  Lori Peck indicated that she is working on the 
budget now and should have that information by September.  Peck, Keene, Olson, and 
Keffler then left the meeting. 
 
The Sheriff’s Department had received a letter from EMT Tim Ludwig regarding the need to 
have more highly trained personnel on ambulance runs.  This letter had been mailed to 
committee members prior to today’s meeting.   
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 
Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on Hazmat team attendance – Bill Breneman, 
Emergency Services Director conceded that the Hazmat team has not had many 
opportunities to be utilized; however, they were called out twice in eight days this month.  
One time was for a diesel fuel leak and the other for an ammonia leak.  Seven people and 
one canine had to be decontaminated after the ammonia leak.  The Hazmat training that 
personnel had received proved essential for this incident.   
 
Seidl commented that the county would not have the Hazmat equipment and personnel if 
they had not attended the trainings.   
 
 
Lewis stated that we need more people trained in Hazmat procedures.  Recruitment needs 
to be done, which is always an issue when asking for volunteers.  Lewis also mentioned that 
the Hazmat equipment is being stored in the fire department building and they would like it 
removed as they need the room.  No other locations are available at this time to anyone’s 
knowledge.   Parent questioned if there was any stimulus money that could be used to build 
a storage building.   Breneman indicated that in order to get stimulus money you need to 
have a “shovel ready” project and we are nowhere near that.  Strama indicated that the 
NTC building is full of Human Services records that will need to be moved somewhere if NTC 
buys that building. 
 
Discuss/Act on pre-emption devices – The committee had received a letter from John Fales 
requesting that the department consider purchasing pre-emptive devices for the squads.  
Discussion was held on the subject of whether or not to buy the pre-emptive devices, which 



would turn traffic signal lights green for emergency vehicles.  Almost all of the ambulances, 
fire trucks, and Medford Police Department squad cars have them.  Daniels indicated that 
the cost to equip the county squads would be $16-18,000.00  There are only six 
intersections with traffic lights now and that will probably go down to four in the near 
future.  Most of the Sheriff’s Department calls are in the country, not within the city.  
Daniels had e-mailed other counties to see if they used the pre-emptive devices; most do 
not.  Daniels indicated that the devices are outstanding pieces of equipment but he is 
having trouble justifying the expense.  He also stated that the officers get yearly emergency 
response training, in the classroom and in the vehicle.  
 
Werner asked if Daniels could budget two or three devices per year.  Lewis said that would 
be an item that could be removed if the budget needed to be cut.  Seidl said that it would 
be hard to justify the expense for four to six stoplights.  Werner said that if there is no 
money in the budget, it is a moot point. 
 
Lewis made a motion to take no action on purchasing the pre-emptive devices; Seidl 
seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels informed the committee that Lincoln County is no longer 
housing inmates here as their jail has been completed.  As of May 1, 2009, revenue from 
out-of-county inmates was $175,000.00.  Price County continues to house inmates here.  
Daniels has informed the State of Wisconsin that we would be willing to house state 
inmates.  The State is not willing to commit at this time due to budgetary concerns.  Daniels 
has contacted other counties to let them know that we would be willing to house their 
inmates.   
 
Parent asked if we could house inmates for immigration.  Daniels indicated that we had tried 
that in the past and found it to not be cost effective.   
 
Daniels indicated that the intensive sanctions agreement with Department of Corrections 
has been good for the county financially. 
 
Strama, Mike Danen, and Bill Breneman then left the meeting. 
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Parent made a motion to approve the 
invoices from March, 2009 and April, 2009; Lewis seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Lewis 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
 
 
 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
March 13, 2009 
Sheriff’s Department Training Room  
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. 
 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Parent, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Ron Bohn, Taylor County Ambulance stationed 
at Memorial Health Center; Kaaron Keene and Melissa Thums (Director of Finance) of 
Memorial Health Center; Brian Krug; Karyn Eckert of the Star News; Correctional Officer 
Kevin Mayer; and Jail Sergeant Angela Becker. 
 
Approve Minutes of the January 9, 2009 meeting:  Parent moved to approve the 
minutes of the January 9, 2009 meeting; Seidl seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Werner moved to approve the agenda; Lewis seconded.  All Ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  At the discretion of the sheriff 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:  Discuss/Act on 2008 ambulance subsidy request - Ron Bohn 
presented information on how/why the expenses were above the budgeted amount 
(supplies, repairs, and maintenance). Discussion was held in regards to fuel prices. Parent 
made a motion to accept the report; Seidl seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.   
 
There was discussion on the status of the E.M.T. students.  There are 17 in class right now; 
one in the Gilman class has quit.  
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 
Law Enforcement Business:  Discuss/Act on Wisconsin VINE System – Sheriff Daniels 
explained the Victim Information Network grant being offered by the State at no initial cost 
to the county.  The two year grant would pay for updates to jail booking and there is no 
obligation to continue after the grant runs out.   Sweda asked how much it would cost to 
run after the grant is done.  Daniels said the cost would be around $5,000-$6,000.  Lewis 
made a motion to approve signing the agreement for the grant; Werner seconded.  All ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Discuss/Act on proposal related to animal control in Taylor County – Brian Krug made a 
proposal to spearhead a group that would raise money to build and run an animal shelter.  
Discussion followed in reference to the contract the county has with the Humane Society, 
internal personality conflicts, costs, and building conditions.  The committee instructed Krug 
to submit a written proposal with facts and figures for the building and a separate written 
proposal with facts and figures for running it.  
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Sheriff Daniels introduced the new jail sergeant, Angela Becker, to the 
committee. 
 
Daniels gave the inmate report.  Discussion was held on the status of Lincoln County jail 
and plans for after they are done building their jail.  Correctional Officer Kevin Mayer 
presented the plans for an Inmate to Work Program.  Discussion followed on the benefits to 
the community and to the offender, cost savings, requirements to be in the program, etc.   



 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lewis made a motion to approve the 
invoices for January, 2009 and February, 2009; Werner seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Werner 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jail Sergeant Angela Becker 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING 
January 9, 2009 
Courthouse – 3rd Floor Boardroom 
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Sweda called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 
 
Members Present: Sweda, Seidl, Parent, Werner, Lewis 
Members Absent: None 
Other Attendees: Ron Bohn of Taylor County Ambulance stationed at Memorial Health 
Center, Kaaron Keene of Memorial Health Center, County Clerk Bruce Strama, Karyn Eckert 
of the Star News, Sandi Kuenne of the Taylor County Humane Society, Don Everhard, Shelly 
Mondeik and Ray Lemke from NorthCentral Technical Institute in Wausau, Sheriff Bruce 
Daniels, and Betty Danen. 
 
Approve Minutes of the December 12, 2008 meeting:  Werner moved to approve the 
minutes of the December 12, 2008 meeting; Seidl seconded the motion.  All Ayes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Approve Agenda:  Parent moved to approve the agenda; Werner seconded.  All Ayes.  
Motion carried. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the discretion of the sheriff. 
 
Citizen Input:  None 
 
Ambulance Business:    Discuss/Act on EMT training needs of Taylor County EMS – 
Bohn reported that NorthCentral Technical Institute agreed to lower the number of students 
needed to hold a class; therefore, a basic EMT class will begin here in Taylor County next 
week.  There are ten students enrolled. 
 
Shelly Mondeik, Dean of Public Safety at NTC, and Ray Lemke, Fire & EMS Coordinator at 
NTC, gave a brief presentation on the services being offered to the Medford area.  Lemke 
stated that this will be the first basic EMT class to be held in the Medford area for over eight 
(8) years.  There has been First Responder or First Responder refresher classes offered 
yearly.   The class is 144 hours long with 10 of those hours being clinical.  The class will run 
January through May, two evenings per week. 
 
Werner asked how long it will take until the students are able to begin work as EMTs, as in 
the past it has taken a year.  Lemke stated that due to improvements that have been made 
with the testing sites/terminals, they should be ready to start in six (6) to seven (7) 
months, if the student follows through with the requirements in a timely manner. 
 
Keene asked how many students are required to hold a class and how often they would be 
holding the classes.  Lemke said that he prefers 12 students, as some always quit before 
they have completed the course, but they are willing to hold the class if there are eight (8) 
or nine (9) students. 
 
Discuss/Act on 2008 ambulance subsidy request – Bohn and Keene indicated that this 
item would need to be deferred until the next meeting. 
 
Bohn, Keene, Mondeik, and Lemke then left the meeting. 
 
Medical Examiner:   None 
 
Law Enforcement Business – Discuss/Act on purchase of truck topper and grill 
guard from vehicle outlay funds – Daniels explained that the cost of a truck topper was 



not in the original bid.  Equipment for the new vehicles usually comes out of the Vehicle 
Operations budget; however, due to the cost of the truck topper and grill guard, Daniels is 
requesting that these items be purchased out of the Vehicle Outlay fund.  Seidl made a 
motion to approve the purchase of the truck topper and grill guard out of the Vehicle Outlay 
fund, Werner seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss/Act on certification of applicants – The list of applicants could not be certified 
at the last meeting as there was not a quorum.  Seidl made a motion to certify the list of 
applicants; Werner seconded.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss/Act on Taylor County Humane Society shelter report – Sandi Kuenne handed 
out a Shelter Report to the committee.  The report indicates that from June 2008 through 
December 2008 the shelter took in 78 dogs, 28 of which were claimed, 34 were adopted, 1 
is in foster care, 13 remain at the shelter, and 2 either died or were euthanized.  In the 
same time period, the shelter took in 130 cats, of which none were claimed, 50 were 
adopted, 10 are in foster care, 11 are in permanent foster care, 1 was returned to Price 
County, 41 remain at the shelter, and 8 either died or were euthanized.  
 
Income for June through December 2008 was $36,859.39; expenses were $33,880.70. 
 
Kuenne reported that they are set up for twelve (12) dogs. They are very crowded but are 
making it work.  They are having issues with ventilation and are putting in fans, which 
should take care of the problem.  The Taylor County Maintenance department has been very 
good at helping out when needed.  The shelter is open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.   
 
Seidl asked if the dog license fees were sufficient to cover the expenses at the shelter.  
Bruce Strama indicated that they are not.  Current fees are $3.00 per neutered dog and 
$8.00 for non-neutered dogs.  About half of the other counties in the state charge higher 
fees.   Strama will be looking at the issue more closely in the coming months.  He does not 
believe it is fair to include the costs for the cats at the shelter when determining the 
appropriate license fee for dogs.   
 
Lewis asked if any other counties license cats; Strama said very few.  He said mostly it is 
cities that are licensing cats as it is not feasible to have farmers license their cats.  Seidl 
stated that as it stands now, all taxpayers are paying for the costs of the animals at the 
shelter because the dog license fees are not covering the shelter expenses so the county 
must cover the rest of the expense.  Lewis said that the change in license fee structure 
should be done prior to September, 2009. 
 
Seidl and Kuenne presented the committee with an “Agreement Between the County of 
Taylor, Wisconsin and Taylor County Wisconsin Humane Society, Inc.”  Seidl made a motion 
to approve the county signing the agreement; Parent seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss/Act on commendation for Don Everhard – Daniels informed the committee 
that Don Everhard has been working with law enforcement for a number of years and has 
developed a mental health evaluation tool to evaluate inmates, which has reduced the need 
of calling in a social worker.   Daniels presented a certificate to Everhard in appreciation for 
his services.  A letter directed to Susan Hady, Director of Human Services, expressing the 
committee’s appreciation for Hady’s cooperation in setting up Everhard’s assistance was 
signed by Sweda and will be mailed to Hady. 
 
Sheriff’s Report:  Jail population is 80 inmates (37 in county and 43 out of county).  Jail 
revenue at the end of 2008 was $583,173.78.   The budgeted revenue was $400,000.00.  
Daniels reported that the new Lincoln County jail will be completed in March or April of 
2009.  Due to the fact that this date is not definite, Daniels cannot negotiate with other 



counties yet to board inmates as the county has an obligation to Lincoln County to house 
their inmates until they no longer need us.    
 
Daniels is working on the annual report and will present it at either the February or March 
meeting. 
 
Daniels reported that he will be meeting on February 11, 2009 with Congressman Obey to 
start the process for appropriation of funds to purchase a pictometry system.  This system 
would be very helpful with emergency services and planning.   In fact, Daniels stated that 
there would be very few emergency response situations in which the department would not 
be able to make use of the technology.  Photos would be taken via flyovers of the entire 
county.  Lewis asked how these would be different from the county photos taken two years 
ago for Zoning.  Daniels said that they would be more detailed, i.e. giving a 360 degree 
view of a building, and in the case of a search in the forest the department would be able to 
put grids on the maps to show where searches have already been conducted.   Daniels 
indicated that the initial cost to the county would be nothing if the grant is received; 
however, if updates needed to be done in the future the county would need to pay for 
those.  Lewis commented that the updates would not be cheap.  The initial cost of the 
system is $1.2 million.  Seidl said that he had attended a meeting on the pictometry system 
and admitted that it was excellent technology and he was very impressed; however, he 
feels that it is not a necessity and that the county and even the federal government cannot 
afford it.  Daniels said that if Taylor County doesn’t get the funding for the technology then 
some other county will.  The committee gave Daniels their approval to meet with 
Congressman Obey.   
 
Daniels updated the committee on the Rural Signing Project.  The company is ready to 
make the Taylor County signs.  The department will be notifying the townships.  
 
Medical Examiner’s Report:  None 
 
Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lewis made a motion to approve the 
invoices from December, 2008; Parent seconded.  All Ayes. Motion carried.   
 
Adjournment:  With no further business, Parent made a motion to adjourn; Seidl 
seconded.  All Ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Betty Danen 
 


