
TAYLOR COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 29, 2009 

 
The regular meeting of the Taylor County Library Board was called to order by Chairman 
James Seidl, at 7:00pm, July 29, 2009, in the County Board Room of the Taylor County 
Courthouse. 
 
Members Present:  Seidl, Grunseth, Walbeck, Woyak 
                  Absent:  Greget, Jochimsen, Stetsonville Rep 
Others Present:      Library Directors Harris, Medford; Reich, Stetsonville; Judell, Rib Lake 
              Absent:      Clough, Gilman; Westboro Director 
 
Agenda:  Walbeck moved to approve the consent agenda, which motion was seconded by 
Woyak and carried unanimously.   
 
Minutes:  There being no errors or omissions noted Chairman Seidl declared the minutes of 
the meeting of June 15, 2009, approved as published and distributed. 
 
Public Input:  None 
 
Correspondence:  None 
 
Committee Reports:  Legislative – Mrs. Walbeck reported on the following items: 

 The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) included $7.2 
billion to provide broadband service to consumers in underserved areas, 
which includes rural Wisconsin. 

 Concern over multi-media distribution of library publications not being 
continued as in the past. 

 Wisconsin had very good representation at the National Library Legislative 
Day. 

 Five new Library Services Technology Act (LSTA) Advisory Committee 
members were announced by State Superintendent Burmaster, one (Garret 
Erickson) of whom is from Marathon County. 

 Wisconsin received a 2009 Intel grant in the amount of $43,500 which is 
destined for the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) 

 An explanation of certain provisions of the "open meeting law" was provided 
because of several questions raised by various library boards. 

 Several employment opportunities in the library field were announced. 
 
Old Business:  Inter-county payment for library services provided to Taylor County 
residents:  Current billing request totals $16,393.83. It was noted that the request for this 
year is very close in total to last year. Question posed as to whether cuts in county library 
budget would affect municipal libraries?  Chairman Seidl indicated he probably would need 
an opinion from the Corporation Counsel to determine if statutory requirements on county 
funding apply equally to local libraries and inter-county library services.  Question also 
raised as to whether 5% reduction in budgets requested by county could be implemented if 
statutory requirements are to be met. 
 
New Business:  Chairman solicited individual library requests from the directors. He will 
consolidate them into one budget for submission to the Budget Review Committee. 
 
Other Library Issues:  Director Judell, Rib Lake, present representative on Migration 
Committee for Wisconsin Valley Library Service (WVLS) reported that his term expires in 
December 2009 and he is not interested in continuing to serve.  WVLS wishes every county 



to be represented.  It was agreed the representative should preferably be a library director 
who is dedicated and knowledgeable about library issues. Pat Reich and Ann Harris were 
asked to consider accepting the appointment.  The decision on this appointment should be 
made by the directors and should be completed by December 2009. 
 
Next Meeting:  At the call of the chairman, but most probably not prior to early September 
unless problems are encountered in preparing the budget. 
 
There being no further business and all agenda items having been addressed Chairman 
declared the meeting adjourned at 7:29 pm, July 29, 2009. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
EILEEN GRUNSETH 
Secretary 



TAYLOR COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD 
 
Minutes of Meeting 
June 15, 2009 
 
The regular meeting of the Taylor County Library Board was called to order at 7:10PM, June 
15, 2009, by Chairman James Seidl, in the meeting room of the municipal building, Gilman, 
Wisconsin. 
  
Members Present:  Seidl, Grunseth, Walbeck, Jochimsen, Woyak 
      Absent:   Greget, Stetsonville Representative 
 Others Present:     Library Directors Ann Harris, Pat Reich, Sharyn Clough, David Judell 
                             Shirley Lemke 
 
Minutes:  There being no errors or omissions noted Chairman Seidl declared the minutes of 
the meeting of August 20, 2008, approved as published and distributed. 
 
Agenda: The proposed agenda for the current meeting was unanimously approved without 
change. 
 
Election of Officers:  The offices of Chairman and Vice Chairman have one year remaining 
on term. The office of Secretary requires election due to vacancy in office. Chairman Seidl 
questioned whether there was a volunteer. Eileen Grunseth volunteered. There were no 
other nominations and Grunseth was appointed as Secretary. 
 
Committee Reports:  Mrs Walbeck reported on legislative and other activities to include: 

 WVLS Board suggests all local boards review Trustee Manual to familiarize 
members with provisions. Recommends taking one chapter at a time at each 
meeting. 

 Trustee Job Description was passed around for all to see. 
 WVLS planning to hire a network assistant to help with IT problems. 
 Report on workshops being offered. Some on-line available.  Request DVD's. 
 Miscellaneous statistics on electronic database. Some being dropped because 

usage can't justify cost. 
 E-books – None added recently. 

 
Old Business:  Inter-County Reimbursements - Somewhat lengthy discussion 
concerning problems associated with cross-county reimbursements. Directors reported on 
which counties were being billed. Question raised as to amount that should be considered 
for billing.  Consensus appeared to be that if it is determined that the cost of preparing, 
mailing and collecting a bill is more than actual bill it is not worth the effort.  Use common 
sense in making determination. If, however, several smaller amounts add up to an amount 
worth pursuing and effort should be made to collect as much as possible. 
 Chairman stressed that a vigorous effort should be made to collect as much as 
possible from other counties because of local budget difficulties during the current budget 
cycle. It may be necessary to reduce levies to local libraries if cross-county expenses exceed 
revenues by too great a degree. Ideally, Taylor County should recover as much as it pays 
out. 
 It was also pointed out that if a bill is received that appears to be excessive it would 
probably be prudent and wise to question it and ask for an explanation. 
  
  
Application Form for Reimbursements:  It was noted that the form previously devised 
for use by counties requesting reimbursement from Taylor County was recommended for 
approval, but formal approval had never been recorded.  Chairman ruled that if there were 
no objections he would approve the form for use, which was then done. 



 
New Business:  Library Budget Requests for CY 2010. Chairman Seidl reported the 
Budget Review Committee had not yet established a schedule for considering the budget, 
but he suggested and recommended that library budgets be prepared for submission in late 
July. Two of the library directors (Medford and Stetsonville) submitted preliminary budget 
requests at this time. Stetsonville director also submitted a copy of her Public Library 
Annual Report at this time.  
 
Next Meeting:  Chairman indicated the next meeting will be at his call, very likely in late 
July and will be in the county board meeting room of the courthouse. Budgets must be 
submitted at this time. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business Mrs Walbeck moved to adjourn, which 
motion was seconded by Mr. Judell and carried unanimously.  Adjourned at 7:51PM, June 
15, 2009. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Eileen Grunseth 
Secretary 
 
 
 


