
TAYLOR COUNTY 
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
DECEMBER 11, 2009 
 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, Dave Krug, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Betty Blumenstein, 
Bob Meyer, John Easterly, Marvel Lemke, Steve Anderson, Roxanne Kahan, Charles Zenner, 
and Deb Wiinamaki were present.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8:05 
a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Krug, second by Lewis to approve the November 13, 2009 minutes.  
Motion carried.  Lewis made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Review and approve bills.  There were no bills to be approved. 
 
Discuss correspondence & meeting attendance.  Meyer received contracts by Ayres for 
digital ortho photos.  Meyer said the cost of $32,776.00 is covered by WLIP grants from 
2007, 2008, and 2009.  Will do flight in Spring and should receive (colored and black & 
white) product in Fall.   
 
Meyer requested to attend the annual WLIP conference in January.  He will be using money 
from an education grant to pay for expenses.  Krug made a motion to approve the request, 
Lewis seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Meyer attended the County Surveyor’s Association conference in Neillsville.   Talked about 
legislation regarding unlicensed surveyors and other issues. 
 
Meyer also attended DOT’s WISCORS and Height Modernization Program forum in 
Rhinelander.  Meyer updated the committee on DOT’s plan to install a Continuously 
Operating Reference Station (CORS) at Stetsonville’s wastewater treatment plant.  DOT has 
completed field work on the Taylor County portion of the height modernization network and 
will soon publish data about those additional monuments. 
 
Strama asked Meyer if he had heard anything further from Karen Rask, from the 
Department of Transportation indicating whether the state would be willing to acquire the 
highway-right-of-way along Highway 64, because Strama said it looks like the alley project 
is going to go through.  Meyer said he had not heard anything, but will check into the 
matter. 
 
Peterson informed the committee that Sue Noland and Easterly had been working a little 
with the 2010 census bureau.  Peterson felt the county had a real good handle on addresses 
with all the work that’s been done on it. 
 
Discuss ownership of man-made lake bottoms (Romeo & Juliet).  Discussed the 
problem of the developer selling the lots around the lake and then not paying the tax bill for 
the lake bottoms.  Anderson suggested that the county could take tax deed and then would 
control access to the water if it wasn’t a navigable stream or river before a lake was 
created.  The owner of the lake is responsible for the dam.  Lewis said the county would 
have to inform the land owners that the dams would be taken out if a Lake Association 
doesn’t bear the cost of taking care of it.  Peterson asked that Anderson draw up a written 
opinion on this for future reference and in the opinion should suggest zoning update 
ordinances. 
 
Discuss Dwyer parcels-possible city tax deed properties.  Strama discussed the 
property with John Fales, the City Coordinator.  The city doesn’t plan on doing anything with 



the building but Fales felt there may be grants to clean it up.  Anderson suggested not 
taking it for tax deed because of possible contamination, condition of building, and the 
common wall and stairway.  Lewis stated if the county took the property we would have to 
hire an engineering firm regarding the demolition.  Lewis made a motion to take the 
property for tax deed if the taxes are not paid by the deadline, Krug seconded it.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Review corner requests.  Meyer had one corner request in the Town of Rib Lake and 
Town of Ford.  Lewis made a motion to approve the requests, Krug seconded it.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Discuss county-wide assessing.  Blumenstein reported that she attended a meeting 
presented by the state in Wausau, along with Lemke and Kahan, regarding the county-wide 
assessing.  If the county-wide assessing went through, the equalization office at the state 
level could cut their staff dramatically and that is a way for the state to save money.  The 
state wants each county to hire a County Assessment Administrator and the costs of an 
assessing office would be shifted to the county budget.  After much discussion, Lewis made 
a motion to have Blumenstein, with Lemke’s input, draw up a resolution for the county 
board opposing this proposed legislation, Krug seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss Federal Tax Liens on tax deed property.  Wiinamaki contacted Amy McCormick 
of the IRS office in Eau Claire.  She asked McCormick if the county took land with a federal 
tax lien on it, would we be responsible for the tax lien?  She said no-the lien attaches to the 
debtor.  After we take tax deed and it’s in our name, we can complete a Certificate of 
Discharge form.  She said normally the IRS doesn’t get anything after we fill this form out, 
however, they might possibly get whatever profit we may make from the sale of the 
property.  She said property taxes take priority. 
 
Discuss Jankovic site-DNR orders on restoring wetland.  Peterson informed the 
committee that the DNR has orders against the property.  One-tenth of an acre was filled to 
create a driveway through the wetland.  To correct this problem, the fill needs to be 
removed and a different access will have to be made.  According to the Army Corp of 
Engineers, there are two other access points that are available.  Peterson checked with the 
highway department and was told it would cost about $3,000.00 to move the fill from the 
wetland to another site.  Lewis made a motion to take the Jankovic property, Krug seconded 
it.  Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2010. 
 
Lewis moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 a.m., second by Krug.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 
 
 

 



TAYLOR COUNTY 
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
November 13, 2009 
 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, Dave Krug, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Betty Blumenstein, 
Bob Meyer, John Easterly, Marvel Lemke, Steve Anderson, Roxanne Kahan and Deb 
Wiinamaki were present.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Lewis, second by Krug to approve the September 11, 2009 minutes.  
Motion carried.   
 
Lewis made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
Lewis and other committee members wanted to thank the treasurer’s office for getting the 
tax deed booklets together. 
 
Review and approve bills.  There were no bills to be approved. 
 
Review corner requests.  There were three corner requests. In the Town of Westboro, 
Greenwood, and Aurora.   Krug made a motion to approve the requests, second by Lewis.  
Motion carried. 
 
Discuss and take action on Co-op credit card for surveyor’s office.  The surveyor 
always charged gas, but now the Co-op will just accept credit cards.  After some discussion, 
Krug  made a motion to approve the credit card but stated the surveyor should keep a log, 
second by Lewis. Motion carried.  
 
Discuss correspondence & meeting attendance.  Easterly stated they received plat 
book pages from ADC on all townships to look over.  Blumenstein will review the pages 
within the next few days.  Easterly created lake maps and sent to ADC so first stage is 
done.  Grimm, the Extension 4-H Youth Development leader would like to get a book out by 
early in the year.  The concept is to eventually update the plat books in-house.  
 
Discuss and act on developing procedural steps for redemption process.  Anderson 
went through the ordinance that he could draw up for the redemption process.  Lewis stated 
that he wanted the ordinance to address the owner occupied residence issue.  Lewis made a 
motion to request the Corporation Counsel to draft an ordinance to state only owner 
occupied residences could be redeemed, but with an appeal process for unusual 
circumstances,  Krug seconded it.  Motion carried.  
 
Discuss and act on forcing an easement if taking property tax deed and it is land 
locked.    According to Anderson, the county could go through eminent domain.  Otherwise, 
the county would work with the adjoining land owners to work out an easement.  
 
Discuss and act on Federal Tax Liens on tax deed property.  Anderson reported that 
generally Federal Tax Liens can be released but the government would want some sort of 
payment.  Wiinamaki will contact Mark Miller from the IRS to discuss the matter further.  
 
Discuss and act on easement on Town of Grover tax deed property.  Anderson will 
address it at the meeting in February. 
 
Discuss and act on property transfer between Taylor County and Copenhaver 
(Mudgett).  The title search showed a mortgage on the property that the county wants to 
swap with Mudgett.  He will also address this at the February meeting. 
 



Possible inspection of tax deed properties.  The members of the committee, Peterson, 
Kahan, and Wiinamaki left the courthouse at 9:27 a.m. to view and take pictures of the 
possible tax deed properties.  They returned to the courthouse at 11:30 and went over all 
the properties still unpaid.  A motion was made by Lewis, second by Krug to take all the 
properties with the exception for the city property (Kevin Dwyer), Town of Rib Lake property 
(LuDean Jankovic),  Town of Taft property (J. Crosbie), and Town of Westboro property 
(Lucia).  The committee will address whether to take these parcels at the December 
meeting after checking into several issues with them.  Motion carried. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, December 11, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Lewis moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:25 p.m., second by Krug.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki,  Secretary 
 
 



JOINT BUILDING GROUNDS & PARKS, FINANCE AND LAND INFORMATION 
COMMITTEES 
September 18, 2009   
County Board Room 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Jim Metz called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Mary Bix, Chuck Zenner, Fred Parent, Jim Seidl, Joseph Sweda,  
                             Lester Lewis, and Dave Krug 
Members Absent: Diane Albrecht and Allen Beadles had excused absences. 
Other Attendees: Jim Metz, Jeff Ludwig, Deb Wiinamaki, Steve Oberle, Cathy Mauer, 

Herb Archibald, Arlen Albrecht, Lanice Szomi, Deb Esselman, Bob 
Plawski, Gary Stanton, Brad Dahlvig (WKEB), and Brian Wilson (The 
Star News).  Also in attendance was a group of representatives from 
NTC including Dr. Lori Weyers, Rob Elliot, Randy Oaklief and Vicky 
Jeppesen.  

 
 
Discuss and act on the proposed acquisition of education property and buildings 
by Northcentral Technical College:  Dr Lori Weyers addressed the Committee, sharing in 
a power point presentation with NTC building planner Rob Elliot.  Pertinent information was 
also distributed, including a map of the proposed building and grounds where the campus 
would be built/renovated.  Weyers and Elliot emphasized that the information being 
proposed is a concept and open to change.  They also were receptive to what is most 
important to the community and stated that they are willing to work with the community to 
address concerns.  Their proposal included the purchase of the Science Building and 9.25 
acres for construction of the new classroom/lab addition, parking and other related 
structures or grounds additions.  The proposal would include sharing of the current campus 
parking lot and an expanded parking area to be constructed adjacent to the current campus 
lot.  According to Weyers, the current campus lot would also be resurfaced as part of the 
project.  Their draft also included keeping the campus hiking trail pretty much intact, 
though some changes would have to be made to accommodate for the outdoor horticulture 
study area designed with golf course maintenance training also in mind.  The new building 
would be built with green technology including solar heat, which according to Weyers and 
Elliot also comes at more expense.  NTC would invest from 1 to 1.5 million dollars in the 
project with the county’s total match to be the Science Building and the 9.25 acres.  Weyers 
stated that unless NTC and the county partner, the state would not consider matching 
dollars for the proposed project.  There were some questions concerning the future of other 
departments currently utilizing office space in the Science Building.  If the project goes as 
the concept unveiled projects, the current departments in the Science Building would be 
relocated in the current campus building.  This move would need to be discussed with the 
county, as the county would be responsible for office space to be occupied by departments 
now located in the Science Building.  According to Weyers when questions concerning the 
move were raised, she stated that NTC would be sensitive to time-frame and other moving 
plans that would best fit the schedules of both those departments affected and NTC.  
Weyers stated that a Memorandum of Understanding needs to be drafted stating NTC’s 
commitments and the county’s commitments to be approved by both NTC and the Taylor 
County Board of Supervisors.  Any Memorandum at this time would be dependent on 
approval of the grant application.  If the grant is not approved the current concept would 
have to be scrapped as neither NTC nor Taylor County would be able to fund the project 
without aid.  When asked what was necessary at this time, Weyers stated that direction 
from Taylor County would be necessary.  Lewis/Zenner to move forward with the concept 
introduced by NTC and plan for approval of a Memorandum of Understanding by the County 
Board.  The motion carried. Weyers was questioned in reference to the amount of time 
required for processing of the grant application, Weyers projected about six weeks. 
 



Sweda/Zenner to adjourn the meeting at 1:52 p.m.  The motion carried. 
 
 
 
Bruce P. Strama 



TAYLOR COUNTY 
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
West Entrance Meeting Room 
September 11, 2009 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Betty Blumenstein, Bob Meyer, 
John Easterly, Marvel Lemke, Steve Anderson and Roxanne Kahan were present.  Dave Krug 
and Deb Wiinamaki had an excused absence.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order 
at 8:00 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Lewis, second by Beadles to approve the July 13, 2009 minutes.  
Motion carried.   
 
Lewis made a motion, second by Beadles to approve the agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
Review and approve bills.  There were no bills to be approved. 
 
Discuss correspondence and meeting attendance.  Beadles will be going to the 
Wisconsin Counties Association Convention next week.  It was requested that Beadles 
discuss the 2009 Assembly Bill 349 – which is to block the tax payers name from the 
records on the internet, at this convention.   
 
Review corner requests.  No corner requests. 
 
Discuss and act on request by Willie Webster to locate property corners on Taylor 
County Airport boundary.  Meyer received a call from Willie Webster.  Webster owns land 
near the airport and wants to know where the boundary lines are.  Meyer contacted Jim 
Woods and Woods told him this will be done in the next year or so when the fence is 
installed at the airport.  No action was taken. 
 
Review and approve 2009 budgets for Surveyor & Land Information Departments.  
Easterly explained the Land Information Budget.  The expenses except Salary is covered 
from grant dollars and fee’s from Register of Deeds office.  The Levy is ½ of Easterly’s 
salary.  Lewis made a motion to send to Budget Review.  Beadles second.  All aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Meyer explained the Surveyor’s Budget.  The operational expenses for 2009 were $7,606.00 
proposed for 2010 were zero.  This would be a 3.60% cut.  However, with the new dollar 
amounts from General Accounting, there was an increase in the budget.  Meyer told the 
committee that this is a short term cut which can’t be done every year.  Lewis made a 
motion to send to Budget Review.  Beadles second.  All aye.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss Oxbow refund of bond and DNR actions.  Peterson explained that the well has 
been abandoned.  The site is clean and looks good.  The DNR has given their blessing on it.  
The refund has been given to Scott Gascoigne on August 25, 2009.   
 
Discuss and act on easement on Town of Grover tax deed property.  Anderson 
explained that he will send out a document granting easements over the existing road.  The 
letter will have a date to reply.  We would like the reply before the next Land Information 
Committee meeting in November.   
 
Discuss & act on property transfer between Taylor County & Copenhaver 
(Mudgett).  Anderson asked the committee if they would want to do title insurance.  Lewis 
made a motion to transfer with title insurance and take the cost from the Environmental 
Clean up Fund.  Beadles second.  All aye.  Motion carried. 



 
Public input.  A question was asked where the court proceedings were on the Bix/Geiser 
case.  Anderson explained that both have their own attorneys.  Judge Fox is handling the 
court case.  It is the interpretation of the Statute.   
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Friday, November 13, 2009 at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Lewis moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 a.m., second by Beadles.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Roxanne Kahan, Acting Secretary 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY 
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
July 13, 2009 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Betty Blumenstein, 
Bob Meyer, John Easterly, Larry Brandl, Marvel Lemke, Mark Berglund, and Deb Wiinamaki 
were present.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Krug, second by Lewis to approve the June 2, 2009 minutes.  Lewis 
made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda. 
 
Review and approve bills.  There were no bills to be approved. 
 
Discuss correspondence and meeting attendance.  Easterly reported that the 
Surveyor’s office was notified their 2009 Wisconsin Land Information Grant was approved.  
Part of the 2007, all of the 2008, and the 2009 grant will continue to be used for the ortho 
project and any left over monies will be used to upgrade the GIS/GPS hardware/software. 
 
Review corner requests.  There was one corner request in Section 18 of Maplehurst.  
Lewis made a motion to approve the request, second by Krug.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss and act on Town of Molitor request to have County Surveyor survey land.  
Meyer reported that a Molitor official requested the surveyor to survey a private road which 
will be turned into a public road.  The surveyor will charge for the material and time 
involved.  Krug made a motion to approve the survey, second by Beadles. 
 
Discuss and act on fencing the Village of Gilman tax deed property.  Motion by 
Lewis, second by Krug to fence the Village of Gilman tax deed property.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion by Beadles to table.  Beadles motion failed for lack of second.  Call for 
question on the original motion by Lewis.  Lewis-aye; Krug, Beadles-no; motion failed.  
Motion by Lewis, second by Krug to direct the Chair to look for possible solutions to resolve 
the situation.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss the Bix/Geiser Court Proceedings.  Wiinamaki presented the draft of the Action 
for Declaratory Relief the Corporation Counsel completed.  Wiinamaki said it will be filed on 
Thursday after a check for the homestead proceeds is cut to the Clerk of Circuit Court.  No 
action was needed. 
 
Peterson inquired if anything had been done by the Corporation Counsel on the Mortenson 
easement or on the Copenhaver issue.  Lewis directed the treasurer to have the Corporation 
Counsel take action on both these items by the September meeting, second by Krug.  
Motion carried. 
 
Discuss and update on Maintenance Contract for Large Format Scanner.  
Blumenstein explained the cost of the maintenance contract over a number of years.  After 
some discussion, Krug made a motion to finish the current contract which runs through 
September and then discontinue it, second by Lewis.  Motion carried. 
 
Public input.  Peterson inquired if anyone had heard from Scott Gascoigne, the new owner 
of the Oxbow tax deed property.  No one from the county has been contacted by him, but 
someone has been told there was a fire on the property.  No action was taken, as he has 
until September to clean up the property. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for September 11, 2009. 
 



Lewis moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 a.m., second by Krug.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY 
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
June 2, 2009 
 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Betty Blumenstein, 
Scott Gascoigne, and Deb Wiinamaki were present.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to 
order at 8:01 a.m. 
 
A motion was made by Krug, second by Lewis to approve the May 15, 2009 minutes.  Lewis 
made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda. 
 
Review  and approve bills.  There were no bills to be approved. 
 
Discuss correspondence and meeting attendance.  There were no meetings to report 
on. 
 
Review corner requests.  There were no corner requests. 
 
Discuss and act on sale of Chelsea Tax Deed Property.  Scott Gascoigne requested to 
buy the Chelsea tax deed property in the amount of $500.00 with a $5,000.00 refundable 
clean-up fee.  Lewis made a motion to approve the sale, second by Krug.  Motion carried.  
Lewis also made a motion stating that when the building is torn down, Peterson, would visit 
the site and determine if it is up to code.  If the clean-up is sufficient, Taylor County will pay 
out the refundable fee.  Motion was seconded by Krug, motion carried. 
 
Discuss and act on sale of Village of Rib Lake Tax Deed Property.   Lewis made a 
motion to approve the sale of the Village of Rib Lake tax deed property to Kevin Radtke for 
$8,000.00.  Krug seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Input.  Peterson suggested that the committee consider putting a fence around the 
Village of Gilman tax deed property.  It was decided to have the surveyor establish the east 
property line and then it will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Krug moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 a.m. Lewis seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki 
 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY  
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
May 15, 2009 

 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Roxanne Kahan, Bruce Strama, 
Betty Blumenstein, Marvel Lemke, Bob Meyer, John Easterly, Deb Wiinamaki, and Steve 
Anderson.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8: 00 a.m.   
 
A motion was made by Krug, second by Lewis to approve the April 21, 2009 minutes.  Lewis 
made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda. 
 
Review and approve bills.  Bob Meyer stated that he just purchased 500 vinyl posts at a 
cost of $1750.00.  No action was needed. 
 
Discuss correspondence and meeting attendance.  On May 12th   Meyer met with the 
Village of Stetsonville officials to discuss the Department of Transportation CORS 
(Continuously Operating Reference Station).  If Stetsonville would agree to be a host site 
for a tower, the county or village would have free access to data.  Dave Obey is a strong 
advocate of this and therefore, the state is getting federal funds for the monuments.   
 
Meyer also wanted to inform the committee that he did a little surveying on the shooting 
range property at the request of Brad Ruesch, County Administrator for Forestry and 
Recreation. 
 
Review corner requests.   There was one corner request in the Town of Little Black.   
 
Discuss and act on the WLIP Grant.  Meyer and Easterly will be applying for the WLIP 
Grant and will need to state what projects will be done with the grant money.  The grant 
money will amount to $31,788.00 and Meyer and Easterly would like to use it for digital 
ortho photos.  They should have about $40,000.00 with monies from an earlier grant as 
well. Color photos will be converted to black & white so they would have two sets.  Lemke 
reported that the state will be making the counties remove social security numbers from 
documents in the Register of Deeds office and she estimates the cost of doing this at 
approximately $25,000.00, so she would like to use some of the grant money to complete 
that project.  Lewis made a motion, second by Krug to have the surveyor’s office apply for 
the WLIP grant.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Input.  Strama wanted to report about the possible sale of the NTC building.  It will 
be discussed at the next Building and Grounds committee meeting and after it’s discussed 
at that meeting, he would like it to be placed on the next Land Information committee 
meeting agenda.  Lewis stated that it will then be brought to the full county board. 
 
Kahan was asked by a potential buyer of the Chelsea tax deed property, if someone could 
bring the building up to code instead of demolishing it?  The committee members agreed 
that would be fine as long as it meets the county’s approval.   
 
Wiinamaki inquired whether the Bix gas bill should be paid by the county and Anderson 
advised her not to, as the We Energies bill goes with the individual not the property.  Also, 
Anderson advised the committee members that when paying out the proceeds from the 
Bix/Geiser property, we could go through the court system (Action of Declaratory Relief).  
Lewis made a motion to send the homestead amount in both names to the court system to 
decide what amount each person should receive.  Krug seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for July 13, 2009. 



 
Beadles called a recess until 10:00 a.m.  
 
Land Sale Auction started at 10:02 a.m.  Results of the sale are on attached sheet. 
 
Krug made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 a.m., second by Beadles.  Motion 
carried.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tax Deed Land Sale 
 
 

Town of Aurora – Daniel Derks purchased property for $250.00 
 
Town of Chelsea – No bids 
 
Town of McKinley – Betty Ahlers purchased property for $6500.00 
 
Town of Westboro – Douglas Thums purchased property for $500.00 
 
Village of Gilman – No bids 
 
Village of Rib Lake – No bids 
 
City of Medford – Mahanke property purchased by Tom Armbrust for $21.00 
 
City of Medford – Bix/Geiser property purchased by Mike Brandner for $65,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY  
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
April 21, 2009 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Roxanne Kahan, William Geiser, 
Bruce Strama, Tony Fraundorf, Betty Blumenstein, Deb Wiinamaki, and Steve Anderson (via 
telephone conference call).  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m.   
 
A motion was made by Krug, second by Lewis to approve the April 3, 2009 minutes.  Lewis 
made a motion, second by Krug to approve the agenda. 
 
Discuss & Act on whether to sell the Greg Bernitt tax deed property in the Town of 
Chelsea.  At 8:07 a.m., Steve Anderson, Corporation Counsel called to answer some legal 
questions for the committee members.  Lewis asked if the county could put some kind of 
deed restriction on the Bernitt property as far as demolition of the buildings.  Anderson said 
the county could draw up an agreement with the buyer to clean it up. Tony Fraundorf, 
Environmental Health Specialist, suggested that we could have the buyers put down a 
deposit of $5,000.00 and when the buildings were demolished and the area cleaned up, the 
county would refund this amount.  That would prevent anyone from buying the property and 
not proceeding with the clean-up.  Fraundorf stated he would be willing to help the 
purchaser as to the proper channels to go through when tearing the building down.  A 
motion was made by Lewis to keep the sale price of the Bernitt property at $500.00 with a 
refundable deposit of $5,000.00.  The stipulation would be that the buyer provides a copy of 
the inspection report and demolition is completed by September 30, 2009.  Krug seconded 
it; motion carried. 
 
Krug made a motion to have deed restrictions placed on the Dombrowski tax deed property 
that will be sold in May.  Lewis seconded it; motion carried. 
 
The tax deed property in the Town of McKinley was also discussed. Beadles stated that at 
the May land sale he would inform the public that the property is land-locked. 
 
Review & approve bills. There were no bills to approve. 
 
Discuss correspondence & meeting attendance.  There were no meetings to report on. 
       
Review corner requests.   There were no corner requests. 
 
Public input.  William Geiser addressed the committee concerning the 536 Cedar Street 
property which will be sold in May.  He wondered how the committee came up with the 
minimum bid.  He also asked what costs the county had inccurred.  After answering his 
questions, Lewis inquired whether Mr. Geiser had lived at that residence within the last five 
years.  Geiser indicated he had not. To determine if Geiser is eligible for any of the 
homestead monies, Lewis will contact our Corporation Counsel for a legal opinion.   
 
Krug made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lewis seconded it.  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 
a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 
 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY  
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
April 3, 2009 
 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Roxanne Kahan, Mary Bix, William 
Geiser, Mark Berglund, and Deb Wiinamaki were present.  Chairman Beadles called the 
meeting to order at 8: 00 a.m.   
 
A motion was made by Lewis, second by Beadles to approve the February 6, 2009 minutes.  
Krug made a motion, second by Lewis to approve the agenda. 
 
At this time, the Land Information Committee members, Zoning Administrator, Treasurer, 
and Chief  Deputy Treasurer left by county van to inspect tax deed parcels in Chelsea, 
Westboro, Rib Lake and the City of Medford.   
 
After returning to the courthouse at 10:40 a.m., the meeting continued in the County Board 
Room.  Those present were Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, David Krug, Larry Peterson, Bruce 
Strama, Bob Meyer, Marvel Lemke, Deputy Kahan, Mary Bix, William Geiser, Roxanne 
Kahan, and Deb Wiinamaki. 
 
Review & approve bills. There were no bills to approve. 
 
Discuss correspondence & meeting attendance.    Meyer reported he attended a 
Wisconsin County Surveyor’s quarterly meeting at Neillsville. He found it to be interesting 
and stated that in 2013, because of government regulations, the radio on the GPS system 
will need to be narrow band, not wide band which he now has.  He will use grant money to 
upgrade the system at that time. 
   
Review corner requests.   There were two corner requests one in the Town of Greenwood 
and one in the Town of Little Black.  A motion was made by Lewis, second by Krug to 
approve the corner requests.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss & act on request by a taxpayer to extend the eviction day for another 30 
days on Tax Deed Property.  Mary Bix requested an extension until May 10th to occupy 
the 536 Cedar Street residence.  Krug made a motion to deny the request for extension 
beyond the 60 days, Lewis seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss public viewing for tax deed parcels which will be sold at the May Land 
Sale.   
May 13th and May 14th were designated to be the viewing days for the tax deed parcels. 
Lewis and Peterson said they would be willing to open the buildings up for the public 
between 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. by appointment only.  Wiinamaki will be responsible for 
the scheduling. 
 
Discuss & act on what deed restriction should be placed on the Dombrowski 
property.  Peterson and Lewis felt the deed restriction should state no excavating more 
than one foot down on the entire property.  Lewis felt we should use the restrictions that 
the DNR imposed.  Peterson reported that sewer and water could be accessed from the 
north.  The committee would like Wiinamaki to check with Steve Anderson, Corporation 
Counsel to see what kind of deed restrictions we could impose on the Dombrowski tax deed 
property and also the Bernitt tax deed property.  The committee would like the Bernitt 
property to have a restriction stating that the new owners would have to clean the site up 
by a certain amount of time.  Another meeting was scheduled for April 21st to give Anderson 
time to get sufficient answers for the committee before the Land Sale in May. 
 



Discuss & act on the tax deed property which has a lien from the Chelsea Sanitary 
District.  Wiinamaki informed the committee that Anderson instructed her to pay the 
encumbrance of $5518.21 on the Bernitt tax deed property for capital improvements owed 
the sanitary district. 
 
Review & act on Mudgett (Copenhaver) property exchange.  Meyer reported to the 
committee that the property exchange with Mudgett (Copenhaver) in Section 13, Town of 
McKinley, was approved May of 2004, but because of the Copenhaver divorce it was never 
finalized.  Mrs. Mudgett, formerly Mrs. Copenhaver, recently called Beadles to inquire about 
the property and if the transaction could now be done.  Lewis made a motion to proceed 
with the transfer, Krug seconded it.  Meyer will contact Anderson to draw up a deed to 
complete the exchange of property. 
 
Minimum Bids reviewed.  The final minimum bids for the tax deed properties were read 
by Wiinamaki. (See Attached Sheet)  Krug made a motion to approve the bids, Lewis 
seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 
Public input.  There was no public input. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11.25 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 



 
MINIMUM BIDS FOR TAX DEED PROPERTIES 

 
002-00582-0000                   Taylor Co.                                    $250.00 
                                               Parcel between Hwy 
                                               H & S 
 
006-80054-0000                    Greg Bernitt                                $500.00 
006-80335-0000 
006-80053-0000 
 
030-00359-0001                     Northwestern Lumber Co.          $1,000.00 
 
44-80134-0000                       Richard Mendenhall                    $500.00 
 
131-00110-0000                     Don Dombrowski                        $500.00 
 
176-00055-0000                      Rod Kiser                                    $8,000.00 
 
251-00070-0035                      Mary Bix/William Geiser            $45,000.00 
 
251-01638-0001                      Henry Mahanke                            $1.00 
251-01642-0001 
251-01644-0001 
 
 
 



TAYLOR COUNTY  
LAND INFORMATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
February 6, 2009 

 
Allen Beadles, Lester Lewis, Larry Peterson, Bruce Strama, Bob Meyer, John Easterly, Betty 
Blumenstein, Roxanne Kahan, Michelle Grimm, Mary Bix, William Geiser, Dave Kahan and 
Deb Wiinamaki were present.  Chairman Beadles called the meeting to order at 8: 10 a.m.  
Krug was absent.   
 
A motion was made by Lewis, second by Beadles to approve the December 12, 2008 
minutes.  A motion was made by Lewis, second by Beadles to approve the agenda. 
 
Review & approve bills. Peterson presented the final bill from ADC for the grid 
numbering.  No action was taken as the bill had previously been approved.       
 
Discuss correspondence & meeting attendance.    Meyer reported on his Wisconsin 
Surveyor’s Conference in Green Bay.  There were many good sessions dealing with omitted 
land surveys, easements, and other general information. 
 
Meyer also reported that he was intending to take the lowest level of support in the 
maintenance agreement for the large format copier/scanner which the county recently 
purchased.  The cost is $225.00/quarterly and the money will come from the Real Property 
Lister’s copier account.  
    
Review corner requests.   There was one corner request in the Town of Roosevelt.  A 
motion was made by Lewis, second by Beadles to approve the corner request.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Discuss & act on redemption requests for the tax deed properties.  Bix brought in a 
letter and Lewis read it aloud.  The letter requested that she receive proceeds from the sale 
of her home when we sell it at the land sale. 
 
Discuss & act on when to send eviction notice and change locks on the tax deed 
properties.  Bix requested an extension to live in the home for 60-90 days.  Lewis made a 
motion, second by Beadles to send eviction notices giving the occupants 60 days from 
February 15, 2009, to vacate properties and remove their personal property.    Mr. Geiser 
expressed his objection to this. 
 
Discuss & act on the payment of utilities for the tax deed properties.  Lewis 
informed Wiinamaki to contact the city, villages, and towns where the tax deed properties 
exist and have them send utility bills to Taylor County. 
 
Decide when to do property inspections of recently acquired tax deed properties.  
Beadles made a motion to do the inspections at the next meeting, Lewis seconded it.  
 
Close-out of Dombrowski property and discuss minimum bid for land sale in the 
Spring.  The Dombrowski project is complete.  The county paid $16,878.76 and $53,714.12 
was paid from grants and the contractor.  Peterson felt deed restrictions would have to be 
included at the time of the sale.  If any digging for basements or foundations on that site, a 
consultant would need to be hired.  Peterson also indicated that the DNR can reopen the 
contamination case at any time for investigation.  The $500.00 minimum bid that was set 
last year will remain.   
 
Discuss & set minimum bid on the land owned by the county in the Town of Aurora 
which the Highway Committee approved to be sold at the land sale.  After discussion 



of the property, it was decided to wait until the next meeting to view the property and a 
minimum bid will be set at that time. 
 
Discuss when prospective buyers of the tax deed parcels can view the interior of 
the buildings.  The committee will set that date at the April meeting.  
 
Date of April Meeting.  The date of the next meeting was set for April 3, 2009. 
 
Discuss & set date for the Land Sale.  The Land Sale was set for May 15, 2009. 
 
Public Input.  There was no public input. 
 
Discuss Production of Plat Book.  The new 4H Agent, Michelle Grimm, was introduced.  
Meyer said he hoped that Grimm would use the data in their office to complete a more 
accurate book.  Meyer asked if they should bill for the time they help out with the project. 
Lewis indicated that they should.  Discussion continued about combining the plat book and 
address book that Peterson puts together.  After much discussion, Lewis asked that Grimm 
look into finding the most feasible way to produce the next plat book and then we could do 
updates in-house.   
 
Lewis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 a.m., Beadles seconded it.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Wiinamaki, Secretary 
 


