
Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 
December 1, 2009            
3rd Floor Courtroom, Taylor County Courthouse 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Vice Chairman Jim Seidl called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Gary Gretzinger, Jim Seidl, Nick Synol, Jeff Olson, Bruce Kinlen, Patti 
Nelles and Diane Niggemann 
 
Also Present:  Sarah Blasel, work study student at the Sheriff’s department 
 
Approve Minutes:  Patti Nelles made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 
1, 2009 meeting with the correction that seat belt usage is reported to be over 80% in 
states with primary seat belt laws.  Diane Niggemann seconded the motion and motion 
carried. 
 
Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported on a traffic fatality on 
October 22.  The accident was a rollover and the driver was ejected from the vehicle.  No 
alcohol was involved and no seatbelt was used.  It is believed the driver fell asleep. 
 
A discussion took place regarding a complaint received about mud on STH 64 and a town 
road.  No action taken. 
 
Northwest Region Transportation Safety Coordinator Patti Nelles reported that statewide 
traffic fatalities are down significantly from last year at this time.  The number of fatalities is 
the lowest it has been since World War II. 
 
Nelles reported on the Law of the Month: Slower Traffic Keep Right.  She also distributed 
information on car versus deer crashes, winter driving, and bills of interest in the 2009 – 
2010 legislative session. 
 
Bruce Kinlen expressed concerns with a bill that would allow u-turns at intersections.  If the 
bill is signed into law Kinlen would like signs posted at the stop light controlled intersections 
of STH 13 which state that u-turns are not allowed.  Kinlen also expressed concerns with an 
ATV bill that is being considered by the state senate. 
 
Jeff Olson reported that he has referred the speed limit issue at the STH 13 and CTH O 
intersection to WISDOT for review.  It was noted that there is a 10 mph hour speed limit 
difference between the northbound and southbound lanes. 
 
Olson also reported that he is forwarding information to the highway commissioner 
regarding vendors who can replace lights at the wayside which was identified as a problem 
at the September meeting.   
 
Bruce Kinlen felt that the wayside closures on September 15 were too early. 
 
The committee agreed that the 2010 Traffic Safety Committee meetings will be held on 
March 2, June 1, September 7 and December 7. 
 
Sarah Blasel reported that there is a visibility problem with a stop sign at the CTH A and 
Hall Drive intersection.  Gretzinger will check the sign. 
 
Next Committee Meeting:  March 2, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 10:37. 



Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 
September 1, 2009            
3rd Floor Courtroom, Taylor County Courthouse 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Vice Chairman Jim Seidl called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Jess Sackmann, Jim Seidl, Nick Synol, Dorothy Falasky, Jeff Olson, 
Bruce Kinlen, Patti Nelles and Jill Scheithauer 
 
Approve Minutes:  Motion by Falasky/Synol and carried to approve the minutes of the 
June 2 meeting. 
 
Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported on an accident on 
June 12 at the railroad crossing on STH 73.  A discussion took place on signal timing and 
visibility and the possible change of advanced warning signs.  Synol also reported on a 
single car rollover on July 2 on Clark Drive which resulted in a fatality. 
 
Northwest Region Transportation Safety Coordinator Patti Nelles reported that statewide 
traffic fatalities are down significantly from last year at this time.  Nelles distributed 
information on car versus deer crashes.  She also reported on the Governor’s Conference on 
Highway Safety which was held on August 19 and 20.  The theme of the conference was 
Zero Deaths in Wisconsin.  Nelles reported on the primary seat belt law that went into effect 
June 30, 2009.  Seat belt usage is reported to be over 80%. 
 
The pros and cons of cell phone usage while driving were discussed. 
 
Jeff Olson reported that WISDOT is recommending that STH 13 not be used as a bicycle 
route.  Alternate routes should be used.  Olson also reported on research done on centerline 
rumble strips.  He reported that WISDOT has made some adjustment to the signal timing at 
the intersection of STH 13 and CTH O.  A discussion took place on possible changes to the 
speed zone in this area. 
 
Highway Commissioner Jess Sackmann reported he will address the traffic issues at the 
intersection of STH 13 and STH 64 during the county clean sweep.  Sackmann also reported 
on current road closures in Taylor County resulting from road and bridge construction 
projects.   
 
Commissioner Sackmann inquired on the status of the HSIP grant application for the 
intersection of CTH O and CTH E.  Jeff Olson responded that no decision has been made yet. 
 
State Patrol Trooper Bruce Kinlen questioned why the security lights at the Westboro 
wayside are not operating.  Jeff Olson will look into the situation. 
 
 
Next Committee Meeting:  December 1, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 10:42. 



Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 
June 2, 2009            
3rd Floor Courtroom, Taylor County Courthouse 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Vice Chairman Jim Seidl called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Jess Sackmann, Jim Seidl, Nick Synol, Dorothy Falasky, Diane 
Niggemann, Jeff Olson, Dennis Johnson, Ken Coyer, Bruce Kinlen and Jill Scheithauer 
 
Approve Minutes:  Motion by Falasky/Coyer and carried to approve the minutes of the 
March 3 meeting. 
 
Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported there were no Taylor 
County traffic fatalities for the past quarter.  Synol reported on a May 15 accident on STH 
13 and CTH O.  A discussion on the timing of traffic lights took place. 
 
Dennis Johnson reported for Northwest Region Transportation Safety Coordinator Patti 
Nelles that statewide traffic fatalities are down from last year at this time.  Johnson also 
reported that a primary seat belt law is in the process of being passed.  If it is passed by 
June 30 the state will receive 17.3 million dollars in federal incentives.  State Patrol laws for 
the months of March, April and May were discussed.  Johnson also reported that car/deer 
crashes normally increase in the month of June. 
 
State Patrol Trooper Bruce Kinlen reported that the state of Michigan uses rumble strips on 
their centerlines.  He wondered if this would be a consideration on the 2011 STH 13 project. 
 
Jeff Olson reported on the STH 13 Road Safety Audit. 
 
Jim Seidl questioned the cost versus the need for traffic signals with preemptive devices for 
emergency vehicles. 
 
Taylor County Transportation Coordinator Diane Niggemann reported that a Taylor County 
transportation survey showed interest in wider pavements to accommodate bicycles. 
 
Highway Commissioner Jess Sackmann reported that he has applied for an HSIP Grant for 
improvements of the CTH O and CTH E intersection.  He has not received an approval yet.  
 
Next Committee Meeting:  September 1, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 10:43. 



Taylor County Traffic Safety Committee 
March 3, 2009            
3rd Floor Courtroom, Taylor County Courthouse 
 
Call Meeting to Order:  Vice Chairman Jim Seidl called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Members Present:  Jess Sackmann, Jim Seidl, Ron Bohn, Nick Synol, Patti Nelles, Dorothy 
Falasky, Diane Niggemann, Jeff Olson, Bill Daniels, Ken Coyer, John Fales, Bruce Kinlen and 
Jill Scheithauer 
 
Approve Minutes: There being no errors or omissions noted Chairman Seidl declared the 
minutes of the December 2, 2008 approved. 
 
Chairman Seidl added another agenda item dealing with vehicles opening doors into traffic. 
 
A discussion took place on the state proposal requiring only one license plate.  DOT law 
enforcement supports the proposal, but local city and county law enforcement do not.  The 
committee decided to make a recommendation of non support to legislators. 
 
Random alcohol stops were discussed.  Bill Daniels stated that they are unconstitutional. 
 
Bill Daniels from the Wisconsin State Patrol passed out a Fact Sheet regarding making 
enforcement of seatbelt use a primary law.  Wisconsin could receive approximately 15.2 
million dollars in incentives if this was passed. 
 
A discussion took place on opening vehicle doors into traffic.  Bruce Kinlen stated there are 
statutes related to this. 
 
Taylor County Traffic Safety Coordinator Sergeant Nick Synol reported there were no county 
traffic fatalities since the last meeting. 
 
Northwest Region Transportation Safety Coordinator Patti Nelles reported statewide traffic 
fatalities to date are down to 68 from 74 last year at this time.  2008 fatalities were the 
lowest since World War II.  Ms. Nelles presented information on the 511 system, Pedestrian 
Safety Training in March and other traffic safety issues. 
 
WISDOT Traffic Engineer Jeff Olson discussed the Highway Safety Improvement Program 
(HSIP).  The Taylor County Highway Department is researching possible projects. 
 
Diane Niggemann from the Taylor County Commission on Aging reported on a Public 
Transportation Survey that will take place from March 30 through early April.  The U.W. 
Stevens Point Research Department will be conducting the survey. 
 
Bruce Kinlen of the Wisconsin State Patrol reported on a group of Amish families in the 
Gilman area who are not using Slow Moving Vehicle signs on their buggies because of 
religious reasons.  Alternatives were discussed. 
 
Jess Sackmann, Highway Commissioner, reported on levels of service for winter roads. 
 
Next Committee Meeting:  June 2, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjournment:  Chairman Seidl declared the meeting adjourned at 10:53. 
 


