
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE   
Tuesday, August 26, 2014   
Third Floor County Board Room   
 
Call Meeting To Order:  Chairman, Jim Metz at 10:02 a.m. 
 
Members Present: Jim Metz, Lester Lewis, Chuck Zenner, Steve Deml, Vern Pernsteiner, John 
Lorenz, Patti Smith, Michelle Grimm, Sue Emmerich, and Bruce Strama.   
 
Members Absent: Wayne Tlusty, Bill Breneman, Greg Brunner and Michael Wellner 
Other Attendees: Jeff Dietrich, Charlie Paulson, Gary Jensen, Sarah Holtz and Larry Brandl. 
     
Approve Minutes of the August 13, 2013 meeting:  Zenner/Lewis to approve the previous 
meeting minutes.  The motion carried. 
 
Approve the Agenda:  Lewis/Zenner to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer’s Report:  Taylor County Treasurer, Sarah Holtz submitted an oral report.  She noted 
that there is $372,478.01 available to loan at this time.  The report stood approved. 
 
Old Business:  Jeff Dietrich reviewed the status of several loans including the Gary Schumacher, 
D&H Repair, Schmeiser Wood Products LLC, Janick LLC.  Dietrich informed committee members 
that the D&H Repair had been sold and suggested writing off the Schmeiser Wood Products 
LLC. and Janick LLC. loans sooner than later as it seemed pretty clear that neither would be able 
to make required payments.  Following some discussion, Lewis/Zenner to write off both loans 
as suggested by Dietrich upon approval of corporation counsel.  The motion carried.  Dietrich 
also noted that there had been no payments received on the Gary Schumacher loan due to the 
abolishment of the Department of Commerce and the failure of the Department of 
Administration to address several issues pertaining to closing out the loan. Payments should 
have begun following closure which was scheduled for July 15, 2013 but there were several 
disbursements after that date and the DOA has not been able to address the status of the loan.  
According to Dietrich the DOA has stated that payments are not due until the loan is finalized 
which should have been done but has not, with no clear answer from the DOA as to when it will 
be closed out.  Following Discussion, Steve Deml/Vern Pernsteiner to start the process for 
getting the loan completed by informing the DOA that the county is requesting a response as to 
when the Schumacher loan will be formally closed out, and that the county is requesting that 
response by October 1, 2014.  The motion carried.  If a satisfactory response is not received by 
October 1, 2014, the county would proceed with a public hearing to close out the grant and 
initiate repayment.  
 
New Business:  Dietrich had distributed information on a loan request by G&S Enterprises, Inc. 
DBA Moosie’s Ice Cream Shop.  Gary Jensen was present to answer any questions related to the 
loan request as the Revolving Loan Fund request was reviewed.  Following review, Zenner/ 
Deml to approve the request for $12,500 by G&S Enterprises, Inc.  The motion carried. 
 



Dietrich noted that the Department on Administration will be monitoring local loans much 
more closely in the future and that the amount of HUD funding for economic development is 
less than in the past.  He stated that a larger portion of funding is currently going toward 
housing limiting the amount available for economic development. 
 
There was also some discussion of the merging of the Taylor County RLF with the Northwest 
Wisconsin Regional Economic Development Fund.  Dietrich did note that funds in the Regional 
Economic Development Fund could not be approved for use in Taylor County as the county has 
not joined the others that have agreed to merge.  He did note several advantages to merging 
with a regional fund and may discuss the issue in depth at a future meeting.  There was no 
action taken on that issue. 
 
Next Meeting Date:  Dietrich will notify the county when action is required and the chair will 
call a meeting at that time. 
 
 
Zenner/Deml to adjourn the meeting at 10:47 a.m.  The motion carried. 
 
 
Bruce P. Strama 
 
 
 


