
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

December 12, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Hansen, Brooks, Soper, Lemke 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Brian Wilson of the Star News; Gerald and Adrianne 

Schneider; Chris Gengler, EMT Stacey Antoine, and EMT Dillon Cook from the Taylor County 

Ambulance stationed at Aspirus Medical Center; Franz Quednow; Jon Rezutek; Greg Quednow; 

Betty Quednow; and Betty Danen. 

Approve Minutes of the September 12, 2014 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Soper made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, January 9, 2015 at 9:00 

a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  Gerald Schneider asked to speak to the committee about a possible theft of soil 

incident on his farm, which has been investigated twice by the Sheriff’s Office. Schneider claims 

that his neighbors, the Quednows, removed the soil from his land and moved it to theirs in 

order to fill some holes.  Schneider presented his side of the story and Greg Quednow gave the 

other side. 

 

Soper asked the sheriff if the department has done everything they can do in this case.  Daniels 

responded that he relies on the deputies’ investigations and reports.  He encouraged each party 

to report any threats or other violations of the law that arise from this matter.  He said that civil 

court is there to settle this sort of thing. 

 

After hearing both sides, the committee decided that this is a civil matter and it should be 

handled in civil court. 

 

Ambulance Business:  Chris Gengler explained that EMT Antoine and EMT Cook are new and 

she brought them to the meeting to see how things work. 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Ordinance to Amend Section 9.14, Huber 

Board Charge, and Amend Section 9.18, Sheriff’s Fees, Sheriff, Taylor County Code.   The 

sheriff informed the committee that current Huber charges are $30 the first day and $16 per day 

after that.  The proposed ordinance would amend the charge to $30 the first day and $18 per 

day afterwards, which is a little below the state average. 

 



It would also change the charge to $60 the first day and $18 per day afterwards for inmates who 

are Huber transfer inmates.  The larger amount for the first day will cover all of the extra 

evaluation and paperwork involved. 

Maximum security prisoners would increase from $30 for the first day and $10 thereafter, to $30 

the first day and $12 thereafter. 

 

These fees commence after the inmate has been sentenced.  Prior to that, there is no charge. 

 

The jail is currently being asked to administer drug tests for other agencies and, occasionally, the 

courts.  Daniels would like the ordinance to establish an appropriate fee for this service and 

requested it be set at $10.00 per test.  

 

Motion by Brooks to approve the Ordinance to Amend Section 9.14, Huber Board Charge, and 

Amend Section 9.18, Sheriff’s Fees, Sheriff, Taylor County Code; Soper seconded the motion.  All 

Ayes.  Motion Carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Ordinance to Amend Section 9.03(2) and Repeal Section 4.03(2)(d), 

Emergency Management, Taylor County Code.  Lewis stated that the amendment is obvious 

and it should have been done when the county went with a contracted person in this position.  

The changes are to delete the line that says the person is a full time employee with all the 

benefits and the other eliminates mention of coordinating with the Hazardous Material Incident 

Response Team, which no longer exists. 

 

Soper made a motion to approve the Ordinance to Amend Section 9.03(2) and Repeal Section 

4.03(2)(d), Emergency Management, Taylor County Code; Hansen seconded the motion.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried.   

 

Sheriff’s Report:  The sheriff presented the annual Jail Report, which was completed by the 

Department of Corrections.   The report shows that the jail is being run at a high level of 

efficiency and Daniels indicated the Board of Supervisors should commend the jail staff for their 

efforts. 

 

Lewis mentioned how the report states that the jail sergeants are having a difficult time getting 

their administrative jobs done because they need to fill in on work shifts due to being 

understaffed.   

 

The sheriff was able to secure a $4,000 grant to bring in a speaker from Breachpoint Consulting, 

who will provide a training on the hazards and stresses of the law enforcement profession.  

There will be a session for family, also.  

 

An “Agreement for Special Employment” outlining the agreement between the Emergency 

Management Director and Taylor County was provided to the committee.  The changes from 

last year are an increase in pay and the pay schedule. 

 

The copier in the Sheriff’s Office is used by both the county and the City Police.  Users of the 

copier now need to enter a county code or a city code, which will track the number of copies 



being made by each party.    The sheriff will budget accordingly in the next fiscal year.  He 

believes there will be a savings for the county. 

 

The sheriff is working on an agreement with Marathon County to house inmates for them.  The 

agreement is not yet in place.   

Daniels informed the committee that there has been a spike in the number of Chapter 51 

Mental Health commitments in the last six months.  The Sheriff’s Office transports these 

individuals to the mental health facility, which is oftentimes quite distant, at our expense.  Lock 

and Load cannot be utilized as the situation is an emergency and we cannot wait hours for them 

to arrive. 

 

Soper asked if there has ever been a complaint of discrimination in Taylor County, such as 

alleged in Ferguson, MO.  The sheriff said he has only received positive comments about our 

officers in this regard.    Lewis mentioned that a Milwaukee County officer said there is a 

difference between racial profiling and statistical profiling. 

 

Soper asked if we were considering using the body cameras that some law enforcement 

agencies are going to start utilizing; Daniels said no.  He believes this is a knee jerk reaction, the 

cameras only show what’s straight ahead and nothing else that is going on around the officer, 

we already have cameras in the squads, and data storage would be a problem.   He is concerned 

about possible mandates in this regard. 

 

Soper had read about Deputy Corey Dassow placing first in a state wide law enforcement 

shooting competition and thought that a printed resolution commending him for his good work 

be drafted.  Daniels agreed that would be a good idea but would then like the commendation to 

go back to last year, also, when Deputy Tony Schuett won the award.   He said this is a great 

training tool for the officers. 

 

There was some discussion about the Finance and Personnel Committee meeting held earlier 

this week and how it may affect the Sheriff’s Office and their budget.  

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Hansen made a motion to approve the invoices 

from September, October and November, 2014; Lemke seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Hansen made a motion to adjourn; Soper seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

September 12, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Hansen, Brooks, Soper, Lemke 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Mark Berglund of the Star News; Emergency 

Management Director Bill Breneman; Betty Danen. 

Approve Minutes of the August 8, 2014 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Lemke made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Hansen 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, October 10, 2014 at 9:00 

a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  None 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Emergency Management Agreement.  The 

proposed agreement would increase Breneman’s salary by $8,000, to $48,000.  Sheriff Daniels 

indicated that he was in favor of the increase due to the changes that have occurred in the job, 

and reminded the committee that half of the increase will be reimbursed by the State of 

Wisconsin.  

 

Breneman presented his case for the increase.  In addition to the increased work load, the State 

is also requiring that he complete extensive hours of training.   

 

Breneman reminded the committee that they were paying the former Emergency Management 

director $52,952.53 plus $28,834.65 in fringe benefits.  Breneman is aware of only two counties 

in Wisconsin that contract these services; one is Taylor County.  He advised that his information 

indicates that the other county contracts those services at $65,000. 

 

Hansen said that Breneman does a tremendous job but, unfortunately, he cannot support the 

pay increase due to the fiscal reality right now.  The county will have an $850,000 shortfall going 

into the next fiscal cycle.  He said he would support a 2.5% increase. 

 

Brooks mentioned that the Sheriff’s Office may be receiving $13,000 from the Forestry 

Department for services provided in the National Forest.   The sheriff said he just received the 

information yesterday and has not had time to study the requirements for receiving those 

monies.  Lewis believes this would not be a secure funding source; it may be a one-time deal. 

 



Lemke said there is no way the county would be able to hire someone for the Emergency 

Management position for $40,000 and no fringe benefits.  He said the county is privileged to 

have someone with the experience and knowledge that Bill has.  If the county needs to hire 

someone else for even more money, they will need to come up with the money somewhere at 

that time.  He said Breneman’s requested increase is small compared to other expenses the 

county has approved.  

 

Sheriff Daniels said he believes it is appropriate to approve the request for $48,000 today and 

then move it into the lap of the Finance Committee. 

 

Soper said he would support a 5% increase, which would only cost the county 2.5% with the 

state’s matching funds.  

 

Based on Larry Brandl’s recommendation at the previous meeting, the $48,000 has already been 

passed on to the Budget Hearing Committee, so it was decided to let them handle the request.  

 

No action taken. 

 

Breneman left the meeting. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  The Code Red system is not yet fully operational.  The last test had a 60% 

success rate, in part due to old land lines that are no longer operational being entered into the 

system.  It should be fully operational within two weeks. 

 

Lewis asked if there would be an adjustment on our cost, due to the fact that the contract began 

July 1, 2014.  Sheriff Daniels will check into this. 

 

Hansen left the meeting. 

 

Daniels brought up a concern Lewis had expressed to Chief Deputy Woebbeking regarding the 

employment process for jailer/dispatcher.  He said that there would need to be changes to the 

county code. 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Soper made a motion to approve the invoices 

from August, 2014; Lemke seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Brooks made a motion to adjourn; Soper seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

August 8, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Hansen, Brooks, Soper 

Members Absent:  Lemke 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Supervisor Roland Thums; Supervisor Sue 

Breneman; Larry Brandl; Chris Gengler, Taylor County Ambulance stationed at Aspirus Medford 

Hospital; David War, Executive Director of Diagnostic Treatment at Aspirus Medford Hospital 

and Clinics; Melissa Thums, Director of Finance at Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics; Jane 

Darnell, President of Taylor County Humane Society; Betty Danen. 

Approve Minutes of the June 13, 2014 meeting:  Soper made a motion to accept the minutes 

as presented; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Hansen made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, September 12, 2014 at 

9:00 a.m.  Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the 

meeting date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

Sheriff Daniels informed the committee of interviews that need to be done with the part-time 

jailer applicants.  A date will be set within the next two weeks. 

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  A. Discuss/Act on 2015 Ambulance Budget. 

 

Melissa Thums, Director of Finance at Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics, presented the 2015 

Ambulance Budget for Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics.  They are projecting a $223,083 

loss for the year 2015.  This is due to less 9-1-1 calls being anticipated, bad debt being written 

off, and an increase in salaries.  They are requesting an increase of $33,282 from the county, or 

17.5%. 

 

Included in their proposed 2015 budget is funding assistance for another full-time EMT, due to 

the ongoing staffing challenges in the Gilman and Rib Lake areas.  Gengler stated that she has 

been covering approximately eight 12-hour shifts per month herself for the last four years in 

Gilman and Rib Lake, and feels she cannot continue to do so.  There are three full time staff 

members now. 

 

Supervisor Sue Breneman expressed the need for the position, stating that the EMTs in the 

Gilman area are becoming tired, having worked this second job for many years.  EMTs are called 

out on every fire call now, too.  The Lublin First Responders program no longer exists, so they 

are covering that area, also.  She believes the shortfall in recruiting volunteer EMTs is due to the 

intensity of the training.  

 

Gengler said that State law requires two EMTs on every call but does not require a driver.  Not 

having a driver would be a way to save money; however, she did not recommend doing so.  War 



also does not recommend doing so as the EMTs are needed to work on the patient and they 

may be physically tired after performing CPR for a long time and not really capable of driving. 

 

If there are not enough EMTs in the Gilman and Rib Lake areas, the ambulance service will need 

to be called out from Medford, which would seriously delay the response time for the patient. 

 

Soper asked if the hospital could hire the new EMT without county funding.  The answer was no.  

 

Brooks made a motion to approve the 2015 Aspirus Medford Hospital and Clinics Ambulance 

Budget; Hansen seconded the motion.  All ayes. Motion carried.   

 

Gengler, War, Thums, Roland Thums, and Sue Breneman then left the meeting. 

 

Medical Examiner:   A. Discuss/Act on 2015 Medical Examiner Budget 

 

Chairman Lewis recommended accepting the Medical Examiner Budget with no change from the 

2014 budget. 

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the 2015 Medical Examiner budget at $0.00 increase; Brooks 

seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Resolution to Appoint Medical Examiner for Taylor County 

 

Lewis reminded the committee that Medical Examiner Perrin had asked years ago for a yearly 

resolution in order to be able to review his wage. Perrin does not feel this is an issue at this time.  

Lewis recommended going back to appointing the medical examiner for a period of two years, 

as it was before.  The only change in the proposed resolution is the change from one year to 

two years.   

 

Soper made a motion to approve the Resolution Appointing The Medical Examiner for Taylor 

County; Hansen seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A. Discuss/Act on Taylor County Humane Society 2015 Budget 

and County’s Contribution.   

 

Jane Darnell, President of the Taylor County Humane Society, presented the committee with a 

spreadsheet showing 2014 Revenue and Expenditures.  Total revenue was $54,294.52; 

expenditures were $45,606.08.    

 

The county has been paying the Humane Society $34,800 per year.  They do not propose any 

change to this amount and neither does the county. 

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the budget as appropriated; Soper seconded the motion.   

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Darnell then left the meeting. 



B. Discuss/Act on 2015 Taylor County Sheriff’s Office Budget  

 

Sheriff Daniels distributed copies of his proposed budget to the committee.   These changes are: 

           2014      2015 

Revenue: Extended Supervision – Probation $24,000 $35,000 

  Sale of Photos & Reports       4,000      2,500 

  Inmate Telephone Commission    10,000    12,000 

  Prisoner Lock Down Fees     22,000    30,000 

Expenses: Emergency Management Contract    40,000    48,000 

  Repair & Maintenance of Equipment      4,275      5,000 

  Air Card Connectivity                0      5,000 

  Radio Maintenance        1,000    20,000 

  Firearms/Range Expense       5,300      8,000 

  Support Service Camp Forest Springs 

   Tower Outlay    0      1,000 

  Support Service db Wireless Tower 

   Agreement           2,400      4,800 

  TASO Drug Investigation    0      1,000 

  Emergency Management Conference; 

   Meeting Expense            400      1,000 

  Emergency Management Code Red               0      8,500 

  TASO Jail Juvenile Jail Placement       20,000     30,000 

  TASO Jail PREA Audit/Policy  

   Revision and Update     0     10,000 

  TASO Disaster Warning System        1,000   0 

 

Emergency Management Contract - There was much discussion regarding the increase in the 

salary of Emergency Management Director Bill Breneman, which was requested by Breneman 

due to added responsibilities that he was not aware of prior to the signing of the first contract.  

Soper said that he thinks $8,000 is too much of an increase.  He said that Breneman had the job 

before so there shouldn’t have been any surprises as to the amount of time required for the job.  

He asked if other people in the community would be qualified to do the job.  Lewis said that he 

didn’t believe so and reminded the committee that the county is reimbursed 50% from the State 

for this position. 

 

Sheriff Daniels said that he supports Breneman’s request.  He suggested tabling the item until 

the September meeting so Breneman may attend and present his case.    

 

Brandl said that this line item can always be adjusted at the budget review committee meeting. 

 

Lewis declared the item tabled for now.  Brandl will fill in the line item as $48,000 and it will be 

adjusted at the budget review, if necessary. 

 

Air Card Connectivity – This is state mandated as part of the tracs system, which is used to issue 

citations and complete accident reports.  The card is also used with Spillman, our in-house 

software program.  The Communications Upgrade monies paid for this last year.   



Radio Maintenance – This is a result of the agreement with the State of Wisconsin to use their 

radio network and it must be maintained.  The exact details are still not worked out; however, 

the sheriff will be contracting with Pointon Communications.  This may come up again at budget 

review. 

 

Firearms/Range Expense – The State has mandated a Course of Fire to qualify with side arms 

and will be mandating the same for rifles in the future.  There is a specific Course of Fire which 

the officers must complete.  If they err, they must begin again, causing additional ammunition 

expense.  If they do not qualify, they will lose their job.   Hansen expressed his concern that this 

is another state mandate with no funding.  

 

Support Service Camp Forest Springs Tower Outlay – There is a rental agreement to use the 

Camp Forest Springs tower.  We pay for the power to run the site. 

 

Support Service db Wireless Tower Agreement – This line item had to be set up this way for 

accounting purposes.  In actuality, we will be paying $200 per month for two sites and db 

Wireless reimburses us for the space they use on our towers.  

 

TASO Drug Investigation – This is a carry-over account to be used for future canines.  It pays for 

the cost of the dog, training, and lodging of the officer.   

 

Emergency Management Conference/Meeting Expense – This was in the administrative training 

budget in the past.  

 

Emergency Management Code Red – The new Code Red emergency notification service that 

was approved last month. Soper asked if the vendor was assisting in getting this into operation; 

Sheriff Daniels said that they have been very helpful. 

 

TASO Jail Juvenile Jail Placement – Once a juvenile is placed into a juvenile correctional facility, it 

becomes our expense.  There is no control and it is a guess as to how much money needs to be 

allotted each year.  

 

TASO Jail PREA (Prison Rate Elimination Act) Audit/Policy revision and update – This is a new 

mandate from the federal government.  Taylor County jail will not be eligible for federal and 

state funding if it is not in compliance.   

 

TASO Disaster Warning System – A permanent tower was recently installed on the courthouse 

roof.  This will eliminate monthly cable bills. 

 

Hansen made a motion to approve the 2015 Taylor County Sheriff’s Office budget as presented, 

contingent upon further discussion on the Emergency Management contract; Brooks seconded.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Brandl left the meeting.  

 



Sheriff’s Report:  There had been an issue with Century Link 9-1-1 calls going to other county 

dispatch centers.  That has now been fixed.  

 

Sgt. Craig Amundson received a Life Saving Award from the City of Medford.  He, along with 

Medford Police Officer Matt Hoops, revived a man whose heart had stopped beating.   

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Hansen made a motion to approve the invoices 

from June, 2014 and July, 2014; Soper seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Brooks made a motion to adjourn; Hansen seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

June 13, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Lewis called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Lemke, Brooks, Soper 

Members Absent:  Hansen 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Emergency Management Director Bill Breneman;  

County Board Chair Jim Metz; Brian Wilson of the Star News; Medical Examiner Scott Perrin; City 

Coordinator John Fales. 

Approve Minutes of the April 11, 2014 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Brooks made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items, with 8a and 

8b interchanged; Soper seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, July 11, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  

and a meeting will be tentatively scheduled every second Friday of the month afterwards.  

Committee members will receive an e-mail or telephone call the Monday prior to the meeting 

date to let them know if the meeting will be held or not.  

 

Citizen Input:  Lemke has been asked by citizens if all the fire departments respond to motor 

vehicle crashes, like the Medford Fire Department does. 

 

Sheriff Daniels said that they all have their individual protocols that they follow.  The primary 

objective of having fire department personnel at the scene of a crash is to secure the site and to 

provide safety to the officers and victims of the crash.  They also provide traffic control and 

clean up.  The Sheriff’s Office does not tell the fire departments which vehicles they should send.   

 

Scott Perrin stated that when he worked with emergency services in Marathon County, they 

always had fire support/response to a motor vehicle crash. 

 

Bill Breneman stated that the Gilman ambulance responds to all accidents with injury. 

 

John Fales stated that the Medford Fire Department responds to all accidents on state highways 

and also when there is an injury.  He said it is up to each department, subject to protocol. 

 

Ambulance Business:  None 

 

Medical Examiner:   Perrin gave a short report on their activities so far this year.  There have 

been 16 investigative deaths, 49 cremations so far this year compared to 30-40 per year 

previously, and Hospice is being utilized by three out of five decedents.  There are no problems 

with being reimbursed by the funeral homes for cremations. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  B. Discuss/Act on Implementation of Reverse 9-1-1 Type 

Emergency Notification System.   

Breneman has reviewed several types of emergency notification systems and has determined 

that the Code Red system is the best for our needs.   This system is able to send emergency 



messages through the internet to thousands of people in minutes, via land line, cell phone, text, 

iPad or PC computer.   Messages may be sent to individual groups, such as EMS, the S.W.A.T. 

team, etc. all at one time.  The system would import our current 9-1-1 database information, 

giving access to all land lines, names, and addresses currently in the database. Private citizens 

would need to voluntarily sign up to receive the service on their land line phones, cell phones, 

iPads, etc. and can cancel at any time.  There is no charge to the individual.  The person 

receiving the message can message back, indicating that they have received it.  The program 

would also allow dispatch to choose only certain areas of the county to which the message 

would be sent. 

 

Right now, there is no back-up system if the paging systems in the county do not work. 

 

The cost of the Code Red service would be $7,875 per year for the basic plan, which breaks 

down to $.38 per person per year.  We have the option of purchasing the service on a pro-rated 

basis for the remainder of 2014 at a cost of $3,938.  This would cover July 1, 2014 through 

December 31, 2014.   

 

There are funds in the Emergency Management budget to cover part of the cost for 2014.  The 

Health Department is willing to help with the rest of the cost for 2014.  Brooks asked how it will 

be paid for after this year.  Daniels indicated that it would be part of the budget process.   

 

Perrin asked if you can activate the system through an iPhone if the internet is down.  That can 

be done, as long as there is a satellite connection. 

 

Soper wondered if the cost of the system will increase substantially in future years.  Daniels 

explained that the cost of the system is based upon the population of the county; therefore, if 

the county’s population remains the same, the cost should also.   The county could always 

discontinue the service if the cost becomes too high. 

 

Fales said that he felt it was a good system to have in place as we will be able to touch base with 

everyone, which you cannot do with the sirens.  He said the system is far superior to what he has 

seen and believes it is “very much a priority.” 

 

Lewis said the system has many benefits as it can reach everyone, which the sirens cannot do. 

He thought it was “the proper thing to do.” 

 

Lemke made a motion to implement the reverse 9-1-1 system effective July 1, 2014; Brooks 

seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

A. Discuss/Act on Status of Weather Sirens – Breneman reported that three out of the eleven 

ATI electronic sirens are not working properly and one does not work at all.  We have signed 

agreements with the townships/villages stating that they are responsible to maintain, repair, or 

replace the sirens, but this has not happened in all cases.  The warranty on all of them has 

expired. 

 



Breneman proposed that the county pay for the cost of bringing the sirens back up to speed 

and then return to the agreement, the cost of which would be: 

 

          Medford Fire Hall siren -  $  2,400 plus installation 

          Gilman siren -  $  1,500 plus installation 

          Chelsea siren -   $16,305 

          Shattuck Street siren -   $  2,600 (reimburse City of Medford) 

          Siren drivers to hand on hand $  7,600 

          Batteries on hand                              $  3,300 

 $33,705 plus installation 

            

Breneman did offer other proposals but this was the most feasible.  Siren maintenance is $450 

per siren per year. 

 

Lewis said that sirens are still important for the towns, even with the reverse 9-1-1 system, so the 

county should attempt to keep both systems.  He recommended the matter be sent to the 

Finance Committee to determine where the funds would come from, either the general fund or 

the contingency fund.  It would need to go to full County Board if it was necessary to get the 

money from special funds.   

 

Soper questioned what would keep the townships/villages from not maintaining the sirens 

according to the agreement if the county bails them out this time.   He suggested the 

maintenance be done on a 50/50 split with the county this time and then the township/village 

would provide all maintenance in the future, according to the signed agreements. 

 

Lemke questioned why one township would need to pay the entire maintenance bill when the 

siren is heard in two or three townships.  He was told that the township which signed the 

maintenance agreement would need to work with the other townships that benefit from the 

siren to pay a portion of the bill. 

 

Brooks made a motion to move the subject to the Finance Committee; Soper seconded the 

motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Bill Breneman and John Fales left the meeting. 

 

C.  Discuss/Act on Potential Office Move for Medical Examiner – The sheriff explained the 

need for an interview room that is not in a secure area.  He suggested converting the Medical 

Examiner’s current office to an interview room and moving the Medical examiner to the third 

floor, at least temporarily while potential reconstruction is considered and completed in other 

areas of the courthouse. 

 

Perrin indicated that he is fine with that as all he needs is a desk, a computer, a copier and a file 

cabinet.  He said he can go elsewhere to make his copies as he makes very few.  

 

Lemke made a motion to move the Medical Examiner’s office to the best office space for his use; 

Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 



 

D. Discuss/Act on Obtaining Copy Machine for Medical Examiner – This was taken off of the 

agenda at the meeting after Perrin said that he had no need for his own copier. 

 

E. Discuss/Act on Establishing Eligibility List for Jailer/Dispatcher – Daniels explained that 

the department has tested the last person who had applied for the part-time jailer/dispatcher 

job.  He would like to establish an eligibility list for future part-time jailers in case the need 

arises.  He mentioned that it has been good for the budget to have the part-time people. 

 

Soper made a motion to approve establishing an eligibility list; Lemke seconded the motion.  All 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

F. Discuss/Act on Fees Charged for Release of Records - Danen explained that according to 

State Statute the department cannot charge any more than its actual cost for copies.  Current 

charges exceed the actual costs.  She proposed lowering the fees charged to $5.00 for a 

CD/DVD, no matter how much information is on it, plus $1.00 mailing fee, if applicable; anything 

e-mailed or faxed is free; printed accident reports would be $3.00, plus mailing costs, if 

applicable; printed incident reports would be $.25 per page, with a minimum of $3.00, plus 

mailing costs, if applicable; printed photographs would be $1.00 per page.  

 

Soper made a motion to accept the proposed changes for fees charged for releasing records; 

Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried.  The issue will be forwarded to the full 

county board for approval. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  None 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Brooks made a motion to approve the invoices 

from April, 2014 and May, 2014; Lemke seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:14 a.m. at the call of 

the chair.    

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

Betty Danen 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

April 11, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Hansen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Lemke, Brooks, Hansen 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Jane Darnell of the Taylor County Humane Society; 

Emergency Management Director Bill Breneman; Chris Gengler of Taylor County Ambulance 

stationed at Memorial Health Center; Chief Deputy Larry Woebbeking; County Board Chair Jim 

Metz. 

Approve Minutes of the March 14, 2014 meeting:  Lemke made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Brooks made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Lemke 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting is tentatively set for Friday, May 23, 2014 at 9:00 

a.m.    

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  A – Discuss/Act on Use of Fund Assistance Monies for Radios and 

Pagers – Gengler would like to purchase four (4) radios which would be compatible with 

Sheriff’s Office radios and also four (4) pagers with money from the Funds Assistance Program.  

The approximate cost would be $13,000.00.  In September, Gengler will deposit $5,500.00 back 

into the account with other funds that will become available at that time.  

 

Lewis made a motion to approve the use of $13,000 from the Funds Assistance Program for the 

purchase of the radios and pagers; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

B – Discuss Future Staffing Concerns – Gengler indicated that she would like to hire one full 

time position in Rib Lake and another in Gilman to ease staffing concerns.  This is informational 

at this time; no action needs to be taken as of yet. 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  None 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lemke made a motion to approve the invoices 

from March, 2014; Lewis seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A - Discuss/Act on Tax Refund Intercept Appeal – A former 

inmate had requested that his name be withdrawn from the tax refund intercept with DOR as he 

would like to pay through a payment plan.  The former inmate did not make an appearance at 

this meeting. 

 

 



The sheriff requested that the committee deny the inmate’s appeal due to the fact that he did 

not show on his behalf.  

 

Lewis made a motion to deny the appeal; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  Appeal is denied. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Disposal of Hazmat Truck – A request has been received from Krug’s 

Towing to transfer the title of the county’s Hazmat truck to Krug’s Towing in exchange for the 

storage bill that is owed for keeping the truck at Krug’s facilities.   

 

Lemke made a motion to turn the vehicle over to Krug’s Towing; Brooks seconded the motion.  

All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

C.  Discuss/Act on Ordinance to Repeal and Recreate Chapter 54, Animal Control 

Regulations, Taylor County Code – The committee members had reviewed the ordinance 

earlier. 

 

Lewis made a motion to repeal and recreate Chapter 54; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes.  

Motion carried.  The ordinance will now go to the full County Board.  

 

C. CLOSED SESSION – Motion by Brooks and second by Lewis at 9:31 a.m. to go into closed 

session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(c) for the purpose of conducting oral interviews for the 

part time jailer/dispatcher position.  Roll call vote taken:  Hansen, aye; Lemke, aye; Lewis, aye; 

Brooks, aye.  

 

D.  Motion by Lemke and second by Brooks at 9:59 a.m. to return to open session pursuant to 

Wis. Stat. 19.83 to take any necessary action on issues discussed in closed session.   

 

Motion by Brooks to certify the list of applicants; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Hansen made a motion to adjourn; Lemke seconded 

the motion.   The meeting was adjourned at 9:59 a.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Betty Danen 

 

 
 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

March 14, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Hansen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Lemke, Brooks 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Marty Petersen, Doris Kiefer, and Jane Darnell of the 

Taylor County Humane Society; County Clerk Bruce Strama; Brian Wilson of the Star News 

arrived at 9:05 a.m.; Attorney Ken Schmiege arrived at 9:10 a.m. 

Approve Minutes of the January 24, 2014 meeting:  Brooks made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Lewis made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Brooks 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the call of the sheriff. 

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  None 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A - Discuss/Act on Taylor County Humane Society Proposal –

The Humane Society personnel presented their Annual Report and the Shelter Summary for 

2013.  The facility’s income was $83,183.91; expenses were $74,456.62.   The total number of 

dogs taken in was 108, with 65 adoptions; cats taken in was 162, with 179 adoptions.  They did 

six canine quarantines and 2 cat quarantines.   

 

Discussion was held related to the proposed “Addendum to Contract between Taylor County, 

Wisconsin and the Taylor County WI Humane Society, Inc.”  Discussion was also held regarding 

the actual expenses to Taylor County with regard to the Humane Society. 

 

After discussion, it was decided to table this issue until the Sheriff’s Office, Corporation Counsel, 

and the Health Department can revise Chapter 54 and potentially address some of the issues 

raised in the proposed addendum. 

 

Lewis made a motion to table the item until the revision of Chapter 54 in the Taylor County 

Code is completed; Lemke seconded the motion.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Disposal of Hazmat Truck – A request has been received from Krug’s 

Towing to transfer the title of the county’s Hazmat truck to Krug’s Towing in exchange for the 

storage bill that is owed for keeping the truck at Krug’s facilities.   

 

This matter was put on hold until the actual title for the vehicle can be located.  No action taken. 

 



C. CLOSED SESSION – Motion by Lewis and second by Brooks at 9:35 a.m. to go into closed 

session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.85(1)(g) for the purpose of conferring with legal counsel 

regarding strategy related to potential litigation.  Roll call vote taken:  Hansen, aye; Lemke, aye; 

Lewis, aye; Brooks, aye.  

 

D.  Motion by Lewis and second by Lemke at 10:10 a.m. to return to open session pursuant to 

Wis. Stat. 19.83 to take any necessary action on issues discussed in closed session.  Roll call vote 

taken: Hansen, aye; Lemke, aye; Lewis, aye; Brooks, aye.   

 

It was decided that no further action will be taken at this time. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Daniels reported that Officer Jessica Jensen, one of our jailer/dispatchers, 

recently completed the 160 hour jail academy at Nicolet College.  Jensen had the highest test 

scores of all the officers attending the academy.  Daniels wanted to commend Jensen on her 

hard work. 

 

It was recently discovered that the inner components of the Chelsea weather siren have been 

stolen.  An investigation is ongoing.  

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lewis made a motion to approve the invoices 

from January and February, 2014; Brooks seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 a.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Betty Danen 

 
 
 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AND EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  

January 24, 2014 

Sheriff’s Office Training Room 

 

Call Meeting To Order:  Chair Hansen called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

Members Present: Lewis, Lemke, Brooks 

Members Absent:  None 

Other Attendees: Sheriff Bruce Daniels; Marty Petersen and Julie Mushel-Schiltz of the 

Taylor County Humane Society; County Clerk Bruce Strama; Chris Gengler, Taylor County 

Ambulance stationed at Memorial Health Center; David Warren, Director of Cardiopulmonary 

Services; Larry Brandl; Patty Krug, Director of Taylor County Health Department; and Betty 

Danen.  

Approve Minutes of the December 13, 2013 meeting:  Lemke made a motion to accept the 

minutes as presented; Lewis seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

Approve Agenda:   Brooks made a motion to accept the agenda of eleven items; Lemke 

seconded the motion.   All ayes; motion carried. 

Set Next Meeting Date:  The next meeting will be at the call of the sheriff. 

 

Citizen Input:  None 

 

Ambulance Business:  A – Discuss/Act on 2013 Subsidy Request – Chris Gengler distributed 

copies of the MHC Ambulance Subsidy Request.  Due to an increase in intercepts, current staff 

covering the Gilman area, and writing off less than expected, the ambulance service spent 

$13,065 less than budgeted.   

 

Lewis made a motion to approve the ambulance subsidy request; Brooks seconded the motion.  

All ayes.  Motion carried.  

 

Chris Gengler, David Warren, and Larry Brandl left the meeting. 

 

Medical Examiner:   None 

 

Law Enforcement Business:  A - Discuss/Act on Taylor County Humane Society Purchase 

Requests – Prior to the meeting, Jane Darnell of the Humane Society had contacted Bruce 

Strama and requested that this item be tabled until a later time.   

 

Lewis made a motion to table the item until more information is received from the Taylor 

County Humane Society; Brooks seconded the motion.  All ayes. Motion carried. 

 

B. Discuss/Act on Chapter 54 Animal Control Regulations – Members had received a copy of 

Chapter 54 Animal Control Regulations prior to the meeting.  Patty Krug explained that law 

enforcement had requested an ordinance regarding vicious dogs as currently there is only an 

ordinance regarding Animals at Large.   Krug and law enforcement are concerned about the 

animals that are off of their own property and attack a person or another animal.   

Daniels informed the committee that it would be necessary to add an abatement order to the 

ordinance before it could be approved.  This will be added after the Health Department has their 



Board of Health meeting.  Krug had wanted the proposed wording to be approved prior to 

presenting it to the Board of Health committee. 

 

Lewis made a motion to table the matter until an abatement order is added; Lemke seconded 

the motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Patty Krug and Tim Hansen left the meeting. 

 

Sheriff’s Report:  Daniels reported that the protected status of the jailer/dispatchers is still 

uncertain. 

 

Review and Approve Invoices:  After review, Lemke made a motion to approve the invoices 

from December, 2013; Brooks seconded the Motion.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Closed session – Motion by Lemke and second by Brooks at 9:45 a.m. to go into closed session 

pursuant to Wis. State 19.85(1)(c) for approximately one (1) hour for the purpose of conducting 

oral interviews of applicants for the deputy sheriff position.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Motion by Brooks at 10:38 a.m. to return to open session pursuant to Wis. Stat. 19.83 to take 

any necessary action on issues discussed in closed session; Lemke seconded.  

 

Motion by Lemke to certify the list of applicants; seconded by Brooks.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 

Adjournment:  With no further business, Brooks made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Lemke 

seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:39 a.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Betty Danen 


