
 

 

Taylor County Historical Society 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

The meeting called to order by president Sara Nuernberger at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present: Terry Schultz, Augusta Freiboth, Elaine Mravik, Dee Gowey, Don Brunner, Shirley Pleus, 

Donna Doriot, Arlene Strama, Toni Matthias, Mary Schultz, and Sara Nuernberger. 

 

Minutes of the August 17, 2017 board meeting were read.  A motion was made by Shirley Pleus 

to accept the minutes, seconded by Dee Gowey.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report was read.  Augusta Freiboth made a motion to accept the treasurer’s 

report, seconded by Dee Gowey.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence:  We received a thank-you note from the Constitution Day group. 

 

Curator’s Report:  The museum received a donation of old carpenter tools that belonged to 

John Mischler.  He worked for the Pullman Company in Chicago building Pullman railroad 

sleeper cars. 

 

New Business:  None 

 

Old Business:  

 

Building Signs – The exterior signs for the jail and print shop are completed and have been 

installed. 

 

Building Project – The county Buildings and Grounds committee is considering allowing the 

museum to use half of the Co-operative Building on the fairgrounds for displays.  The area 

would be approximately 50’ x 32’.  This will eliminate the need to build and will provide room to 

house and display the machinery currently sitting outside as well as the logging equipment 

currently inside the museum.  

 

Employee Salaries – A discussion was held regarding how the curator/director and assistant 

curator’s salaries should be adjusted.  The 2017 county classification and compensation plan was 

reviewed and discussed as being used as the basis for the staff’s salaries and future raises.  

Arlene Strama made a motion to place the curator/directors position at Grade C, step one, with 

a pay rate of $12.49; and the assistant curator position at Grade B, step one, with a pay rate of 

$11.56 effective immediately.  On the employee’s annual anniversary date, the employee will 

move to the next step on the most current county classification and compensation plan.  

Seconded by Augusta Freiboth.  Motion carried.  

 

The motion to adjourn was made by Dee Gowey, seconded by Augusta Freiboth.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 



 

 

Mary Schultz, Secretary  



 

 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 21, 2017 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 5:35 p.m. 

 

Present: Shirley Werner, Corliss Jensen, Jake Thielke, Diane Thielke, Augusta Freiboth, Louise 

Paul, Dee Habeck, Margie Kropp, Clarence Kropp, Craig Thiesen, Jorie Nelson, Chuck Doriot, 

Donna Doriot, Pat Pleus, Shirley Pleus, Jackie Robinson, Arlene Strama, Sara Nuernberger, Toni 

Matthias, and Mary Schultz. 

 

The minutes of the June 15, 2017 general membership meeting were approved as distributed 

with a motion by Toni Matthias, seconded by Augusta Freiboth.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report was read.  A motion was made by Arlene Strama, seconded by Jake 

Thielke.  Motion carried. 

 

Old Business:  

 

Constitution Day was held on Saturday, September 16, 2017.  The museum had numerous 

visitors.  The buildings in the pioneer village were also open. 

 

Sara has ordered signs for the jail and print shop which will have the name of the building and 

its approximate date.  They will be hung on the side of the buildings facing Highway 64. 

 

The Annual Dinner is set for Saturday, October 14.  Invitations will be sent out next week.  The 

program is Breweries and Beer Gardens and the cuisine will be German. 

 

New Business 

 

Building Maintenance – Sara will be get a quote from John Macik for painting the trim on the 

log cabin and print shop, the steps on the school, and the deck on the jail.  Work to be done in 

2018. 

 

Building Project – The museum needs a building to house the machinery sitting down by the 

garage, the artifacts stored in the garage and the logging equipment in the museum.  This has 

become an issue as the museum currently cannot accept many donations as we do not have the 

storage room.  A committee will be formed to oversee the building project.   

 

A motion was made to adjourn by Hildegard Kuse, seconded by Toni Matthias.  Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

Mary Schultz, Secretary 

 

A program on the Taylor County Normal School was presented by Sara Nuernberger after the 

potluck dinner 



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society 

August 17, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present: Terry Schultz, Augusta Freiboth, Elaine Mravik, Dee Gowey, Don Brunner, Shirley Pleus, 

Arlene Strama, Donna Doriot, Sara Nuernberger, Toni Matthias, Mary Schultz, Gail Helmert 

(guest), Karen Sulko (guest). 

 

The minutes of the July board meeting were read and approved with a motion by Augusta 

Freiboth, seconded by Dee Gowey.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report was read and approved with a motion by Toni Matthias, seconded by Dee 

Gowey.  Motion carried. 

 

President’s Report: 

The Veterans Outreach Day will be held on Saturday, August 26, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m.  Mary and Toni will have the museum open. 

 

Mary and Toni will be attending the Local History & Historic Preservation Conference on 

October 20 and 21 in La Crosse.  The museum will close at noon on Thursday, October 19 and 

will be closed all day on Friday, October 20. 

 

Curator’s Report: 

The museum received a donation of a church bell that was originally located in the St. Stanislaus 

Church in Lublin. 

 

Old Business: 

Constitution Day Report: 

Gail Helmert and Karen Sulko gave an update on the upcoming Constitution Day to be held on 

September 16.  The event is free to the public.  The museum as well as the Pioneer Village will 

be open using volunteers from the Constitution Day group.  Mary and Toni will supervise both 

the museum and Pioneer Village. 

 

History Day went very well. Sara suggested having the demonstrations down in the historical 

village next year as the Senior Nutrition Site is out of the way and attendance would be better 

down by the buildings.  Next year the demonstrations will also be more interactive instead of at 

a set time.  The museum and Pioneer had many visitors.  The ad was very effective and the one 

day format worked well.  Loom weaving was also very interesting and a popular activity. 

 

The Annual Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, October 14, at Marilyn’s Fire Station and Catering 

in Medford.  The theme will be the Breweries and Beer Gardens, with a program on the history 

of breweries in Taylor County. 

 

New Business: 

None 



 

 

A motion was made to adjourn by Augusta Freiboth, seconded by Louise Paul.  Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 a.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by:        

Mary Schultz, Secretary 



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society 

July 20, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Present:  Terry Schultz, Arlene Strama, Augusta Freiboth, Louise Paul, Dee Gowey, Lanny 

Zimmerlee, Don Brunner, Shirley Pleus, Toni Matthias, Rita Way, Mary Schultz, and Sara 

Nuernberger. 

 

The minutes of the May board meeting were approved as distributed with a motion by Arlene 

Strama, seconded by Augusta Freiboth.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report was approved as distributed with a motion by Terry Schultz, seconded by 

Louise Paul.  Motion carried. 

 

Curator’s Report: 

The Good Sam Jamboree camping group will be coming to the fairgrounds today.  If anyone in 

the group would like a tour of the buildings, they are to meet at the museum at 10:30 a.m. 

tomorrow.  Toni has been assembling rag doll kits for History Day during the fair. 

 

Old Business: 

The Constitution Day group is working on their schedule of volunteers for Constitution Day in 

September.  They will have their own volunteers in the buildings.  We will need one person to 

supervise down by the buildings and one or two people for the museum. 

 

History Day: 

Diane Thielke will have a talk on cooking on wood stoves. 

Marvel Lemke will have a presentation on a day in a one-room schoolhouse. 

Pamm Spooner will be giving demonstrations on loom weaving. 

The Historical Society will have the use of the senior center nutrition site for the day where there 

will be demonstrations on bread-making, butter-making, candle-making, and making rag dolls. 

There will also be children’s games and washing clothes the old-fashioned way with a washtub 

and washboard. 

Ads need to be put in the newspaper, the radio station, and the television channel community 

calendars. 

 

New Business: 

The covered wagon is finished. Don Brunner volunteered to paint the metal bands on the wheels 

black. 

 

The theme for the Annual Dinner will be the Medford history of beer brewing with German 

cuisine.  It will again be held at Marilyn’s Fire Station and Catering.  

 

Pamm Spooner from Gilman has been helping to get the loom operational.  She asked if we 

would be interested in a weaving workshop which will be held on Friday, Sept. 15 in the multi-



 

 

purpose building.  If anyone has a loom, they can bring it to the workshop and Pamm will check 

it out. 

 

A motion was made to adjourn by Augusta Freiboth, seconded by Louise Paul. Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 10:01 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Mary Schultz, Secretary    



 

 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 15, 2017 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 5:32 p.m. 

 

Present: Sara Nuernberger, Toni Matthias, Mary Schultz, Corliss Jensen, Shirley Werner, Eric 

Sikora, Shirley Pleus, Louise Paul, Agnes Pernsteiner, Arlene Strama, Jori Nelson, Dee Gowey, 

Donna Doriot, Charles Doriot, Jacklin Robinson, Diane Thielke, and Jake Thielke 

 

The minutes of the January general membership meeting were read and approved with a 

motion by Donna Doriot, seconded by Dee Gowey.  Motion carried.  Note:  No general 

membership business meeting was held in April, 2017. 

 

The treasurer’s report was read and approved with a motion by Arlene Strama, seconded by 

Jorie Nelson. Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence: 

The museum has received a letter from the Wisconsin Council for Local History asking for a 

donation.  This organization sponsors conferences, etc.  A motion was made by Jake Thielke, 

seconded by Louise Paul, to send a $25.00 donation.  Motion carried. 

 

President’s Report:   

Television station Channel 9, WAOW from Wausau came to the museum and interviewed 

Hildegard and Loretta Kuse on local history and toured the jail and log cabin.  This is part of a 

program they are doing on Medford which will air June 19. 

 

Curator’s Report:   

The museum was open and had we a good turn-out for the Annual Town and Country Dairy 

Breakfast on June 11th.  The museum will also work with the organizers of Youth Expo next year 

to get young people interested in the history of the area.  Mary and Toni are continuing with the 

inventory of the storeroom and museum. 

 

Old Business:   

The schoolhouse roof has been replaced by Brian Nix who also donated his labor.  Constitution 

Day which will be held Sept. 16 was explained and discussed. 

 

The main museum sign on Highway 13 has been put up.  Signs for the road side of the print 

shop and jail will be ordered. 

 

History Day at the fair on Saturday, August 5 was discussed.  There will be demonstrations and 

talks on such things as rug-making, quilting, weaving, cooking on a wood stove, and hands-on 

demonstrations for kids such as making butter, bread-making, old fashioned games, etc.  If 

anyone has any other ideas or suggestions, please let the museum know.  Jake Thielke 

suggested video-taping some of these demos. 

The covered wagon is being refurbished, and a new canvas cover has been ordered. 

 



 

 

Discussion:   

A theme for the Annual Dinner on October 14 was discussed.  Local breweries/prohibition was 

suggested. 

 

A motion was made to adjourn by Corliss Jensen. Meeting adjourned at 6:08 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Mary Schultz, Secretary 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

      



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society 

May 18, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present:  Terry Schultz, Augusta Freiboth, Elaine Mravik, Dee Gowey, Shirley Pleus, Donna Doriot, 

Sara Nuernberger, Toni Matthias, Mary Schultz, Lanny Zimmerlee, and Don Brunner. 

 

The minutes of the March board meeting were read and approved with a motion by Terry 

Schultz, seconded by Dee Gowey.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report for April and May was read and approved with a motion by Terry Schultz, 

seconded by Augusta Freiboth.  Motion carried. 

 

Curator’s Report:  

A senior citizen church group from the Lutheran Church in Medford toured the museum on 

Wednesday.  

 

Old Business: 

The schoolhouse roof is finished and the log cabin floor has been patched. 

 

A new air conditioner for the office has been ordered by the county maintenance department. 

 

No new updates on the Constitution Day in September. 

 

The museum sign should be done this week. 

 

Sara asked for money to be allotted for crafting demonstrations for History Day at the Fair.  A 

motion was made by Dee Gowey, seconded by Augusta Freiboth, to allot $500.  Motion carried.  

 

New Business: 

The covered wagon needs painting and the canvas cover needs cleaning.  The Historical Society 

needs to find someone to do this.  

 

Image Reproduction Policy. The policy has been changed to no charge for personal use.  There 

will still be a charge for commercial publications however. 

 

A sign for the jail along the highway was discussed.  Sara will get a quote for this. 

 

A motion was made to adjourn by Augusta, seconded by Shirley Pleus. Motion carried.  Meeting 

adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

 

Mary Schultz, Secretary  

 



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society 

March 16, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present: Sara Nuernberger, Arlene Strama, Shirley Pleus, Dee Gowey, Lanny Zimmerlee, Donna 

Doriot, Terry Schultz, Toni Matthias, and Mary Schultz.  Gail Helmert and Karen Sulko from the 

Constitution Day group were also present. 

 

The minutes of the February board meeting were read.  A motion was made by Arlene Strama, 

seconded by Donna Doriot, to approve the minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

The treasurer’s report was read by Donna Doriot and approved with a motion by Dee Gowey, 

seconded by Lanny Zimmerlee.  Motion carried. 

 

Correspondence:   

Sara has received the grant application for mini-grants for 2017.  Because we received a mini-

grant in 2016, we will not be making an application for 2017. 

 

President / Curator’s Report: 

Sara and Toni have rearranged the museum with the help of Tom Matthias.  The museum also 

received a display flip board from the U.W. Extension Office for use in displaying photographs 

and other materials.  The museum will be ready for Maplefest at the end of April. 

 

Old Business: 

Karen Sulko and Gail Helmert gave an update on Constitution Day which will be held Saturday, 

September 16, 2017.  The hours for the public will be from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There will be 

games for children and a historical reading of the constitution every hour.  The Constitution Day 

group will provide volunteers to help staff the historical village buildings.   We will staff the 

museum and have one museum volunteer down by the pioneer village to supervise the area.  

The Constitution Day group asked if we could have someone in the jail giving the history of the 

jail.  Terry or Mary Schultz will do this. 

 

New Business: 

Instead of being open throughout the fair, there will be History Day on Saturday, August 5th,  

when the museum and village will be open to the public.  Artisans will be demonstrating various 

crafts such as butter churning, bread-making, spinning yarn, rug-making, etc.  If anyone knows 

of people willing to demo please contact the museum.  Marvel Lemke will be in the schoolhouse 

giving talks and interacting with the children.  The museum will be open Thursday and Friday 

during the fair as usual, with additional hours on Friday from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  An ad will be 

placed in the Star News advertising our events being held on History Day. 

 

Terry Schultz has talked to Brian Nicks and the schoolhouse roof is first on his schedule.  Terry 

also asked Brian to keep a look-out for any buildings which could possibly be moved to the 

historical village to house the machinery.  Sara will also ask Brian to look at the floor in the log 

cabin to see if it may need any repairs.   



 

 

The April general membership meeting will be a joint meeting of the Taylor County Historical 

Society and the Taylor County Genealogical Society.  It will be held on Thursday, April 20, at 5:30 

p.m. at the community center at the fairgrounds with a potluck supper.  

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Lanny Zimmerlee, seconded by Arlene Strama.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

Mary Schultz, Secretary 

 

         

 



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society – February 16, 2017 

Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present:  Sara Nuernberger, Arlene Strama, Shirley Pleus, Louise Paul, Don Brunner, Rita Way, 

Lanny Zimmerlee, Dee Gowey and Toni Matthias.  Two visitors also present – Karen Sulko and 

Gail Helmert. 

 

Meeting minutes of October 20, 2016 were approved as distributed with a motion by Don 

Brunner, second by Dee Gowey;  motion carried. 

 

Curator’s Report:  Toni is continuing to work on the inventory of items and it is going well.  We 

also have had several large donations in the past month to work on. 

 

New Business: Karen Sulko and Gail Helmert presented information regarding their idea for a 

Constitution Day celebration on Saturday, September 16, 2017.  Karen asked whether the 

Historical Society would like to be involved in the celebration.  Board agreed to be involved as 

participants only, not in the planning of the event.  The museum, as well as the pioneer village 

will be open during the event.  The Constitution Day group will assist with staffing the buildings 

during the event.  Karen Sulko and Gail Helmert will return for our March 16, 2017 meeting to 

give us an update. 

 

New sign was discussed.  Discussion regarding changing the hours that the museum is open 

before a new sign is made.  Currently the museum is open from 11:00 a.m. to 4 p.m.  New hours 

would be 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  All board members were in agreement with changing the hours.   

 

The Taylor County Fair will be held August 3-August 6, 2017.  After a discussion was held, it was 

decided to have a one day event during the fair on Saturday, August 5.  The event will include 

demonstrations, and the museum and pioneer village buildings will be open.  The museum will 

be open as usual on Thursday, August 3 and Friday August 4, however; the pioneer village 

buildings will only be open for the Saturday event.    

 

Landscaping by the jail needs to be addressed this spring. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Louise Paul, second by Arlene Strama, motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 

 

Toni Matthias, Acting Secretary 



 

 

Taylor County Historical Society – January 21, 2017 

General Membership Meeting 

 

Meeting called to order by Sara Nuernberger at 11:00 A.M. 

 

Present: Louise Paul, Don Brunner, Shirley Pleus, Pat Pleus, Donna Doriot, Dee Gowey, Chuck 

Doriot, Jorie Nelson, Jackie Robinson, Diane Thielke, Gordon Thielke, Shirley Werner, Corliss 

Jensen, John Johnson, Bruce Albrecht, Diane Albrecht, Lilly Johnson, Sara Nuernberger and Toni 

Matthias. 

 

The minutes of the September 15 general membership meeting were approved as distributed 

with a motion by Pat Pleus, seconded by Louise Paul to accept as presented.  Motion carried. 

The treasurer’s report was read and approved with a motion by Dee Gowey, seconded by Shirley 

Pleus.  Motion carried. 

 

President’s Report:  Sara stated she has enjoyed being President this past year.  She also enjoyed 

working on getting the jail moved to the fairgrounds and getting the inventory of the museum 

off to a good start. 

 

Curator’s Report: The museum recently received a donation of pink Depression glass, Currier & 

Ives dishes and some very old Christmas decorations.    We also received a donation of two 

looms.  Toni continues to work on the inventory and organization of the storage room and the 

process is going well. 

 

Correspondence:  Sara received a card from Marilyn’s Fire Station and Catering.  We will be 

holding our event there again this year on October 14, 2017.  If anyone has any ideas for a 

theme, please let us know.  Maplefest pamphlets were distributed.   

 

Old Business:  None 

 

New Business:  Audit of Treasurer’s books needs to be done this year.  Pat Pleus is agreeable to 

doing it again this year and perhaps Arlene Strama will assist him.  Shirley Werner gave a report 

on payroll.   

 

The 2017 budget was reviewed.  Sara mentioned that she included an amount in the capital 

improvement category in the budget for 2017 to cover several upcoming projects.  A motion 

was made by Chuck Doriot to accept the budget as presented, second by Dee Gowey.  Motion 

carried.   

 

Election:  Shirley Pleus was the nominating committee chair in charge of finding members to fill 

officer and board member positions of those whose terms expire in January 2017.  Shirley stated 

that all of the current officers and board members as listed on the nomination committee report 

have agreed to serve another term.  Sara made a call three times for any additional nominations.  

Hearing none, a motion was made by Jorie Nelson to accept the nominations as presented.  

Seconded by Pat Pleus, the motion carried. 

 



 

 

Motion to adjourn by Dee Gowey, seconded by Jorie Nelson, motion carried.  Meeting 

adjourned at 11:40 A.M.  A program after the meeting was identifying artifacts from the 

museum collection.  Items were presented for identification by the members to see how many 

they could identify. 

 

 

Toni Matthias, Acting Secretary 

 


