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The following information is presented to increase the public’s understanding of the draft Metallic 

Mining Ordinance before the Mining Committee holds a public hearing on the draft ordinance. 

Q1. Why does Taylor County need a Metallic Mining Ordinance? 

A. Metallic mining could produce significant changes to the natural and man-made 

environments of Taylor County and place stresses on available government services such as 

roads, schools and police and fire protection in the County. A Metallic Mining Ordinance 

would allow Taylor County to examine the mining proposal and require reasonable changes 

to the proposed operation to meet County standards and to protect the environment and 

public health, safety and general welfare of residents of the County.   

Q2. What are the benefits of having an ordinance? 

A. County officials would have the ability to create conditions on the County approval, 

designed to ensure the effects of the mining operation on the local environment meet 

acceptable standards and assure that bonding or trust funds managed by the County, would 

be available if necessary to address impacts on roads, wells, property devaluation and the 

environment.   

Q3. What other agencies may be involved in Metallic Mining?  

A. The primary regulatory agency in Wisconsin is usually the WDNR, followed by the County.  

However, if the mining occurs on federal land, then the U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Bureau of 

Land Management and U.S. EPA will be involved.  Most likely, the various agencies would 

coordinate their activities in advance to avoid duplication of effort.  The County’s proposed 

ordinance is flexible to allow County to control if other agencies do not. 

Q4. How does a company get a license under the proposed ordinance? 

A (i).  If a mining company provides a Notice of Intent to Collect Data, an informational hearing 

would be held in Taylor County, at which the mining company would explain what it intends 

to do and the County and public could ask questions.  

A(ii). For one to two years after the hearing, the mining company would acquire data and 

perform studies to obtain the information required in its applications for County Mining 

License and state or federal mining permit.  During that time, Taylor County would confer 

with the state and federal governments to determine the proper role of each, plan how it 

would process a mining application, and be ready if an application for license is submitted. 

A(iii). When the company is ready to apply for a License to mine, it would submit an application 

containing a mine plan, reclamation plan, an environmental impact report, a county impact 

report and other technical and financial data, along with fees to pay the County’s costs of 

administration.  When the County determines the application is complete, one or more 
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public hearings would be held to explain the conditions the County would place on the 

mining license and to receive public opinion. 

A(iv). Following the County Mining Committee mining license hearing, the County Mining 

Committee would finalize its recommendations regarding issuance of a license and the 

County Board would decide whether to award a license.  The County would not award a 

license to mine unless the environmental impacts would meet the standards set by Taylor 

County, and if the mine would be outside the national forest the mining operation would 

have to result in a net economic benefit to the County or no license would be awarded.   

A(v). The County license would become valid when the mining company would secure all other 

permits required from the state and federal government. 

Q5. What information is required in the Application for License? 

A. The application will provide sufficient data to evaluate the impacts of a metallic mineral 

mine on the people, economy and environment of Taylor County.  Project descriptions, 

hydrologic studies, community impact reports, environmental impact analysis, and 

reclamation plans are some of the materials required in the application.  

The application would address groundwater, surface water, infrastructure needs, roadway 

impacts, social and economic impacts, noise, safety and mining operation and mine 

reclamation.  This information will allow the County to consider the likely impacts and 

impose license conditions to lessen the impacts as necessary to meet County standards.  The 

information will also allow the County to establish the appropriate amount and types of 

financial assurance to cover any damages to the environment, roads and property values 

that may arise from the mining. 

Q6. How will the ordinance be enforced? 

A. Taylor County would enforce its ordinances and the requirements of the mining license to 

protect human health, safety and general welfare including the condition of the 

environment.  The County intends to cooperate with other agencies that have jurisdiction 

over the mining operation to avoid duplication of effort.  The County and other regulatory 

agencies would likely enter a memorandum of understanding to document their respective 

roles, but each would reserve their rights to review records, perform inspections, and 

investigate and enforce violations of their own laws, regulations and permit conditions.  If 

the mine is on private, state or county land, the WNDR would be the primary enforcement 

agency and would enforce state laws and the state mine permit.  If the mine is on federal 

land, the U.S. Forest Service, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency would be primarily involved.   
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Q7. Is the general public involved in the decision whether to grant a license? 

A. Before this proposed ordinance becomes effective, a public hearing will be held to listen to 

the public view points on the standards that should apply to mining in the County.  If the 

ordinance is adopted, there would be at least four more public hearings before a decision is 

made to award or deny a license.  Public hearings would occur when: (1) a company submits 

its intent to collect data, to provide general understanding of the company’s intent; (2) the 

company applies for a license, to identify issues of concern to the public; (3) after the 

application data has been thoroughly reviewed, to discuss the conditions the Mining 

Committee proposes to be placed on granting the license; and (4) after the County Board 

hears the Committee’s final recommendations but before the County Board decides to grant 

or deny a license, to listen to the public opinion.  

Q8. Who approves the license for the County? 

A. The County Board approves a license after listening to the public opinion and considering 

the recommendations of the Metallic Mining Committee, including recommendations for 

conditions that should be placed on the license to protect the public health, safety and 

general welfare and the environment. 

Q9. Will having this ordinance present an expensive cost for the County’s taxpayers? 

A. The intent of the ordinance is to have the applicant/licensee pay all of the County’s 

extraordinary costs.  The ordinance is drafted to charge fees to the applicant/licensee to pay 

for all significant costs of administering the ordinance.  Fees are paid with the notice of 

intent and with the application for license to pay the reasonable expenses of reviewing the 

application, conducting hearings, performing studies, reviewing environmental data, paying 

for experts and paying for designated County staff that would administer the ordinance.  If a 

license is awarded, additional fees would be required to pay for County staff time.  In 

addition to paying fees, the ordinance requires the licensee to deposit funds to pay for 

possible damage to wells, roads, property values and the environment.   

Q10.  Are there any mines being proposed in Taylor County at this time? 

A. At this time the Mining Committee has not had any requests for a Notice of Intent to Collect 

Data permit, the first step in a mining project proposal.  However there is one site, formally 

known as the Bend Project, being studied by Aquila Resources LTD., located near 

Perkinstown in the Town of Westboro.  This site was discovered in 1986 and has been 

studied off and on by various other mining interests over the decades.  It is a copper-gold 

“massive sulfide” deposit.  The company has one other permit from the USFS to collect data 

in the county near the Mondeaux Flowage.  Both sites are in the Chequamegon/Nicolet 

National Forest.  There have been aerial surveys done over the years, but the County does 

not have any data related to that research.   

 


